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ro me; for God hath 
brought chee to us; 
that thou mighteft be preſenc 
vith us in thy divine Di/courle, 
ſack" which may ſeen: 
y to'carty'a Us ”P 
, of gay and Reli . Pang 
the works before one of us, 00 
any gifts 4 by divine In- 
- U pication; which if-underſtand- 
ingly thou ſhalc regard, thou” 
halt be richly filled with _ 
A 2 . good 


Hou, Aſcleptus, ſerves 
in tead of a. Sun une 
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good things thorowout ty 


whole Soul't If notwithſtand 


ing there be many good thing 
and Hor one yenerall, inwh 
all chings are, tor the one is pe 
ceived to conſent and agre: 
with-the other ; all theſe thing 
belong to that One, andthu 
One is All; for the one ſoco- 
heres to the other,that they cats 
not be ſeparated, Butin the fi 
mar worne guage oE, 'F 
z\ thou ſhalc hull 
my rg thou, O 
= proceed a Titcle, andeall 
ech him which ſhould be pre- 
ſent; who entering, Aſclepius 
alſo ſuggefterh Amnon co be 
pteſeor,, Triſmegiſtns (airh,No 
Envie hinderech Amnon from 
os; for ro kis name we remem- 
ber many. things to be written 
of -us, asalſoto his loving and 
dearSon, many things of naru- 
call Philoſophy, and of = 
| 1t- 


4 


| 
| 


of 


thin 
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wil landiſh and" firapge things: 


this Traftate Twill afcri 
oyour namez-Mirher call aty' 
xher fave Amnon, 1eft a molt 
zur Diſcourſe of ſo weighty 


"9Yz macrer ſhould be violated by 


V4 
. 


1d that 


{0 c0- 


theinrervencion and preſence of 
many comers ; for it is an atgi-" 
menc of no honeſt and religions 


_ heart, to publiſk'a Traare re-' 
peniſhe with the fulneſſe of rhe ' 
dive Majeſty, ro the view of 
| very mans conſcience. Holy 


non deing now encered into 
aprivace cloſet, fitted with' the 
Religion of four men, and the 
Divine Preſence of God, in 
much reverence and 'e-recie he 
begins thus £6 deelite Þin\/elf 
the name'of'all the Porme: ' 


"8 fts co the con(ciences and fouls 


= them who are prepared to 
ar. 

Triſm, O Afcleptas the (ou! 
of every manis immortal}, bur ' 
| A 3 nor 
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not all alike; for there is a diffe- 
rence both in the time and man» 
ner. 

Aſclep.- No indeed, O Trib: 
megiltns , for every Soul is of 
one quality, 

Triſm, 0 Aſclepias , how 
quickly haſt thou learned)by the 
very light of reaſon ; for (aid1 
not. this, That all things-ars 
one: and one all thiogs? that 
all chings were in the Creatour, 
before he created all things; 
neucher goworthily is be (aid t6 
de ' All; . whole parts are all 
rhings :- cherefore in chis whole 
Diſcourſe haye a care to t& 
member him, who being One, 
1s All, even the very Creatour 
of all chipgs ; all chings deſcend 
from Heaven imo the Earth, iv- 
wo Water, and into the Air. 
ne Fire onely, in that ic is car- 
ried upward, 45 lively ſubſervi- 
Ent.to that which deſcends ; for 

! what* 
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GN, ad neon 
i» geverating', and 
riay upward ts nouriſh 
the carth alone aÞidi init ſelf 
the receiver of all chings, and 
the reftorer of all rbings/ſhe re» 
ceiveth, In this therfore wholly 
(you laid) even al rhings,both 
the Soul and the World, aren2- 
tarally moved and conchuded, 
Sothe variousequality of every 


= differetxcedgthad the 
_ the qualities, by di- 

Dc _ knowntobe iin- 
ſince; yer ſo-uniced to this, this 
the may-ſcem one, and 
fromchar one, all'ro have theic 
deing z wwhecefore the; whole 
2s ff World are the four Elements of 
nd } which 3x is compounded; Fire, 
o- f Water, Earth, Airs one World, 
ir, | ove Soul, one God, Now be 
r- '| thou preſent with: me, as. much 
i» || 2thow anc able, bothityminde; 
r | and wiſdom : for the cegſom of 
. A 4 the 


> 
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the Divinity which is to he 
known bythe divine intention 
of the underfanding , is mo 
like wneo a Torrent runni 
with a violent and ſwift Aream 
from a high Rock, whereby ir 
glides away from the . under- 
Randing of ſach, who are either 
Hearers or Dealers in it, 


The 
COMMENTARY, 


This forft ' Chapter teacheth, 
that ol thing: belong to one, and 
that all things aye one, of one, us 
from which all things are, One; 
as all the effeft; which in ther 
cauſe are one, 4s that every maxi 
Soul is immortal : bat yet after 
« different ſort, «All things de- 
ſcend from Heaven , that which 
Smdeh affords gener ation that 

ch aſcendeth and oath "p- 
ward, giveth encly life, This 

thing 


"ST OTA SRoQ SES 
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thing to be #xe,, of which alt 1bings 
at; and res. rg all - HE 
ts weve the world, and all T 
forms of which the world is com- 
punded, to wit, the Fire, the Air, 
the Water, and the Earth. And 
4 all bodies maks one wy one 
wrld ſo it will have alt t 4 for 
So s to makg one uniform 
if ane world, which it cal” 
lah the Form of the world; und 
theſe are one Body, ome Soul, one | 
World, one God; from whom Di-, 
vine nderfanding and the Word 
Mſerb from above, with a (wift 
lightening downwards, likg unto: 
afwift T ornent, which flows 18+ - 
ts, and fils all things , and this : 
D.ving VVi([dow yy the VVord, 


what u it (1 pray) bur the D; vi 

We), or D:vine VViſaow it: ſelf, 

Which i. the (rearonr of 16; 

things ; Which «« the wiſe man 

ſings yu the onely Afover of all, 

things, and which being one _— 
I. 
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ds all thines 7 and which abrding 
m i fol chavpihs all things, 
Thu #« the firſt part, 


CHAP, mn, 


Eaven therefore 1s © the 
(enſible+ preferver- of all 

thote bodics whoſe encreaſe and 
decreaſe the Sun and Moonghave 
as it were power of, "Bur God 
whois the Creator of all things 
19the Governour of HeaVen,and 
of its Soul; and of alt things in 
the world, For from all the 
ſorefaid rhings, of all which 
there is a Goyernour, there 
15 a' frequent influence carried 
through the world by nature it 
leif, and by the ſoul of every 
Genus and zecies in-It : for the 
worldis prepared of God to be 

4 
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din $ + receptacle ' of every ſort 
tac of Species or form ; and faſtu- 
ing out natufe by the forms z 

ought the world: by the 

jour Elements even ro Heaven, 

— | Al theworks of God which are 
\ | pleading ts theeye, and which 
tang over 'u# are divided into 
Feeies, and'in that manner I 
amnow about to relare, The 
Gmers, or kinds, of all things" 
ol ow thetr Specſes forttiar rhe 
is the cotaliry , or ſub-' 
lanceof ir; the @pecies a part 
of the Genus: wherefote there 
1 2 Otfius of Spirics, and\ 
:Omugof bad: avalioof men ;' 
addHikewile of Birds, and of all 
things which che world hath; ic 


begers- @pecies like to ic ſeifr” 


re 
ed | there is anorher O2mns of brure 
it | Beafis watuing indeed under-" 
ry || ſanding and ceaſon; bur yer not 
& | afoul or life, whereby it takes 
x | #lighc ig Bench, & pines and 
, a mournes 


- 


” 
A 
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mournes away at injuiies, - 1 
lay of all things which live on 
the Earth by the preſervation of 
Roors, and Plants, whoſe Þpe+ 
cies are diſperſed throughout 
the whole Earth, the very Hea- 
Yen it ſelf is full of the Majeſty 
nf God, whoſe Genus inhabi- 
ceth thar place where all Speck 
es are immortall ; for che pes 
cies 1s a parc of cheGenus,as the: 
Soul a-part ob man being a point 
of necsflity ro follow the quas 
lity of it Genus from-whence it 
proceeds, that albeit every Ots 
nus- or ang unmortall , 
.- every. cies 1s; ot 
OY > .bur che  Ots. 
nys, of che godhead and the 
Fare Lomorcall, yet the 
kinds: of » ocher things whole 
eternity remaines in rhe Oenas, 
albeir ix. dyes in che @pecies, is 
yer preſerved. by the truictul- 
of grogying :. therefore the, 
| Speckes 


*, 
© 
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are morcall as man is 
mortally his ſoul immorral; yer 
mth every Oenus the 
of every Genus.is mixed, tome 
which before were made , (ome 
made of thele ; bur all theſe 
which were made. are eicthes of 
God,of Angels,or of men; being 
all ormes moſt like unco rheic 
kundes : for it is unpoſſible for 
\ at I os; __ mae 

will of God; cies co 
kſhioned withour the help of 
pits, or. brute Beaſis to be 
ardered or. diſciplined without 
ll, | men, Whatſoever therefore ill 
os F Yuits fivarvimg from their kind. 
Yes. e joyned into the torm ot any: 
he of a  diyine Genus, 
ie f areby that Proximity and near- 
le nefle accounted like unto Gods, 
, but thy Species of which Spi- 
$ nts.perſevering in the quality of 
. ther kind; and cheſe loving the 


*, | Widomet man are called. Spi- 
| : prncs ; 
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ries! there is alt thelike F 
cies of men, buc more | = = 
rhe Sperfes of mankind is of || ;,4 f 
many Shapes, and full of vati» || fine 
ety,andcoming from abovefrom | vwd 
the aforeſaid tellowſhip makes || (ju 
2:conjunRtion of neceſſity almoſt aefin 
with all other Species; in which 
reſpe&tir comes neare(t to God od 
who with Divine worſhip bath jjerc 
Joyned Himſelfunto God, ever if who 
1h that holineſſe he requires; || avi 
and ' they- come neareſt to ill is 
Sprits, who: joyne themſelves | wn 
rothem: and men whoare | Ju 
 contentedwich a mediocricy in thu 
their Genus, ſhall be like choſe || 5+ 
wpecren they reſemble and ff 
Jjoqnethemiclyes to, : Lit 
| th 
| The ; be, 
COMMENTARY. tal 
The Second Chay for the bee= || 
er [4 - 
, er wderflanding of what 31 and t 


ſhall 
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cifiys doth #ſe the word Animal 
it's fur other fignific ation then we 
bite” accuſtomed, as alſo the 
wid Anima, For aut of the Se- 
ond Di Pimander he 
dfineth the Soul by motion; where- 
fo whatſoever hath a moving 
ace! - os obſervance of his 
feech, hath Animam- 4 Soul , 
whatſoever hath” Soul and Body is 
nimal. © The Heaven therefore 
va Animal , fv likewiſe the 
world, Plants, and the Elements, 
But it is oy coftore only to call 
thit a» Animal, which i a /ivin 


r 
f 
) 
| 


Bnder ſtanding. Therefore when we 
bear of the word Animal let 8 
take it in hy) ſerſe; and not in our 
wn, But now to the Dialogue ; 
be comipareth Htaven and Hea- 
venly bodies to other [{ enſfiblerhings 
oy A 
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44. 4 man to other Creatures , but 
yet man with other Creatures as 
# reaſonable Soul, and Hea- 
ven with other enſoble things as 
s. ſenſible preſerver, But that 
od is the Ruler & Governor of all 
thingst which are in the world, © 
nothing elſe but thatGod provideth 
for all things, diſpenſeth all things 
in their kimds and Species, of al 
which che World is the receptacle, 


and God imparteth to one 4d 
to 4 fit > cn / wn; gift or 
propriety ; 4s the Sun and Moon 
are the Divine Organs for the 
Springing and growing of things, 
pf (OS þ> r + 
creaſe, and. diſpoſeth of men by 
Angels, and of brutes by men, 
But what be ſpeaks of ſpirits, that 
Species camor be formed without 
their help, and that certain have 
cleaved to.a. divine Genus, and 
1 nearne[s and converſation have 
been acconmed likg wnto Gods, and 

, oY certaln 


EELISELEELR 


ET; 


x7 
| 9_ 


ISL YL 


LSE TSET 


the Begin« 
ered even to 


| de, but 

| evil : what therefore 
LC rkgbef ey or $ _ 
. can wot ſeemee fitly to 
es darts cavk. 
late the error of t Gemiles; but 
what be ſpeaks of men «re thoſe 
which cleave wnto God and grow 


relig10s » 
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religious ; but thoſe which 
call vp itack Spurs we 

to be thoſe which (ball be 

Face 106A 1980 _ ND. 
wls, and ſhall be wits the 
evil Angels which ſhal be reſerve 
%d, ( a+ hath brow ſaid.) incternal 
cen code ar tn. une the 

$reat aa); We RNOwP If promemm 

awd 08 of Gods mowih what he wil 

Jy to: thens on the left hand in the 


- Es ro 


2.7 
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CHAP, 


Pia regard , O ME 


is a grear mirac10,2 © 
ture borh 10'be ed 
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muſt needs be, he knoweth 
with a Heavenly diſpofition,and 
are near unto him in way of 
Charity, yet his defires are in 
heaven:(o therefore he is happily 
placed in the middeſt, that what 
things are here below him he 
loveth, and is himſelt beloved 
of thoſe things above. He 
inhabiteth the earth , and by his 
agility 1s mixed with the Ele- 
ments, yet by the ſharpneſle of 
his underttanding be diveth in- 
to. the depths of the Sea; all 
things a manite(t to him 
neither do the Heavens ſeem to 
be above his reach,bar as it were 
near by | the quickneſſe of his 
Spe no obſcurity or darkneſle 
Att, can diſturbe his fan- 
tahe, no thicknefleof ground 
can hinder his endeayour , nor 
-» wn of water hinder his eye- 
fight ; all chivgs are the ſame 
with him, eyen all creatures 
whether 
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whether chey rake root from 
thore or below, Things with- 
ont life, grow upwards from 
aneroot into woods and buſh- 
8; ſome are nouriſhed with 
mo Elemencs, ſome with one; 
theſood is for rwo parrs,the Life 
ind the Body,of which the Ante 
md confifterh, The ſoul of 
the World is alwaies nouriſhed 
bya continual} and reftles agita- 
00n, reall things encreaſe 
ad are nouriſhed by ſuch 
tags which the water and 
affordeth, The Spirit , 
ofwhich all chings are full, is 
mu wich all things, quickens 
add inlivens all things, adding 
ſenſe umto che underfianding 
ofman, which fifth part by Di- 
nne Inſpiration 1s only gran- 
tedro man;and which not to be 
ſeen in any other Creatures doth 
mifie advance and lifr up the 
wmeerſtanding of. manto che 
knowledge 
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know) , of divine m ries; 
— I am gr arr 
to ſpeak of the underitanding, 
I will hereafter expound the 
reaſon 'of it unto you ; (or it is 
moſt hol y,excellenczand no lefle 
than that which belongs to the 
Divinity ic (elf. ; but now 1will 
dilpatch what I began ; for I (aid 
in the beginning , that in the 
nearnefle and conjunction of 
the Deity-onely, men enjoy the 
favour of God : for wholoever 
have attained to ſo much felt- 
City, that they perceive that Di- 
vine | Senſe ot Underſtanding, 
they are neareſt unto the Divi- 
nity and Wiſdom of God, 
which. men onely partake of, 

Aſclep, O Triſmegifſtus, 
there is not, a like underſiand- 
ing of all men. 

. Triſm,. 0 Aſclepius , All 
men have not atcained that rrue 
. Underſtanding, bur apprehend- 

VP ing 


EEA EDO S2 
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a ſome falſe fantafie, and that 
without aDy ere reaſon, our of 
; ak opinion, are meetly de- 
ceived » which begers wicked- 
fe in the minde, and cran(- 
dmsthe belt man into the na- 
meand likenefle ofa beaf}, Bur 
« the Uncerfianding and the 
lke, when I come ro ſpeak of 
the pirie, I will give you the 
wall reaſon ; for man is only of 
wo parts : the one Part fimple, 

the Grzcians call vnddvs; 
which we call the Image of 
God; bur rhe other 'fourtold, 
mich rhe Grzcians call zorpuy, 
adwe the earthly fabftance, or 
yoarcrareure, being che body, in 
which is'incloſed rhat which we 
we affirmed to be the divine 
part of man, which is his Son, 
Io which the pure Divinity. of 
the Soul, wich che ſen'c and teel- 
np of a clear conſcience, refterh 
* peace-within it ſelf, as within 
iCifile of Detence, The 
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"Pe 


Thu third Chapter extollb 


the dignity of man, in which tl 
the Of ty of many i 


hour of ſo great benefits ali 


chiefly to be acknowledged, and 
for ever to bepraiſed and lauded, 
who bath honoured man with 
ſuch excellent gifts ; for, as be 
meaneth, man u made, that he 


might be like unto Angels, ac- tkeſe 


owledging them both to be, and 
that . they are bory with hiw, 
whom he bath to be bis Guardian: 
and Preſervers , even, from the 
frft beginning of his nativity cox- 
þſting of 4 nature near unto [m- 
mortality, marked with the ch4- 
ratter or image of God , com- 
pennded of a mortall and immor- 
tall, earthly and ſupernatarall 
fart : but who ſoarath after di 
vine things, deſpiſeth and under- 


valance 
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tis theſe earthly, bath bis aſſi- 
mrs et and heavenly 
thay», looks np and fight after 
Haven, knowing that to be the 

WT place of the better pert of him,& of 
wreſt aftnity to bis Sonl : never- 
| is placed here in the 
uk of the world, tying nher 
things bere below unto him, with 
T 0 ( Divine Ordinance) be 
wm; be maſt needs be mm the 


nd ef love and charity loving (o 
Wiſe eartblycbings,that he may be 
wed of beavenly, He inhab teth 


Wivearth by bis agility, is mixed 
wh the elements. b the ſharg- 
uſe of bis underſtanding 
ſmuls imto the deeps. All things 
*rmanifeft to him, the Heavens 
*7 : be above bis _ or 
) tbe qui F; LO 
wi | end 095. 5. tobe (as it 
wre) neer avte him, 7 he dark- 
Wſe of the air cam neither con- 
fund the intention of his minde, 
b 


wor 


| 
"_- Q. 
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wor yet the thickwe ſſe of the varth 
raſh endeavour, or the 
2 water 1-#6{eure hireje-fight, 
and abrveall crearnves, 3) 
beantified, advanced, and lifred m 
the wnder ſtanding of man, to par- 
rake 'of Drvine Knowledge ; the wn- 
derftanding being onely the cele- 
frail amd immoriall part, and 
challengeth a Divine Eſſence, and 
Jſome min have attained to this Di- 
itt Knowledge, and therein are 
y, bearing alwayes 4 zealow 
wwd Helygrons minde towards God, 
Ovhers content themſelves onely 
with'a ſhadow of Divine Know- 
feage, which who ſo followeth, er- 
rob und is deed; fr thi 
wiftofu ſhadow #dirneſſe, be- 
Pert rered-K rv ie 
which ere (v decerved, and tranſ- 
forms a man (1h by nature 
4 rearnre and. divine) it 


the hkeneſſe «nd \ condition of a 
beak; { 
| CHAP. 
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——_— en———_—_ 
CHAP, IV. 


dclep, Why chey,O Trif« 
megiſins, muſt man have 


whe to give rhe qaghhes ne 
a1 chings on hi 

nil, then —_— Nl which 
. * molt mytterious , the reaſon 
o which we endeavour £0 un- 
- Yd, by our preſenc diſcourſe ; 
tear therefore, O Aſclepins 3 


- he Lord who is the Creatour 


* all chings, whom we truly 
all God, made the world firſt 
ntich might be perceived and 
en; bur yer I affirm it co have 

B 3 np9 
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no ſenſe. For of this, whether 
t bath or no, Iwill declare an- 
other time ; bur ſo that ir may 
be ſeen of all, - Becaufe there- 
fore he made this firſt, and that 
the wor: ſeemed tair and good 
unto him, as moſt full of the va 
riety of good things, he lovedit 
as 4 part of his Divinity and 
Power , and therefore, becauſe 
It was of ſuch excellenciednd 
goodneſſe, he would have Mar 
made, that he might behold the 
works he had thus made, and 
likewiſe imitare his Wildom 
and Providence ; for the will of 
God is the chieteſt perfeAion, 
in that he tulfilled both his will 
and his deed, in one and the 
fame moment of time, When 
thertoreGod perceiyed chat that 
image of his (the Soul) could 
nor be ſtudiovs of all things, un- 
tefe he ſhould cloath ic with an 
earthly covering, he builded tor 
> x a 
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tchis hoaſe of clay, confound- 
op avd mixing both pares 1n+ 

re. 10 00 4 as much as each 

hould be capable : Wheretore 

ke made Man of an immorrall 

_ I Soul;and morcall Body,that be- 
{9 a Creature thus compoſed, 

ke might fatisfie- both ends, 
which was,” ro be in admiration 
aHeaven and to pray for ſpi+ 
nnall and heavenly chings, and 
inhabit, and govern theſe 
anhly chings below : and Ido 
at ongly avouch the Earth and 

© ve Water to be morrall things, 
Which two (out of the four/Ele- 
tents) Nature hath ſubjefted 
othe uſe of man; bur all othec 
things whatſoever belonging'to 
manjas tillage, paſtorage, bmte» 
tops, ports, ſhipping, navigation, 
ffique, & merchandiſe, which 
Shettrongeft bond of humane 
vciety: And there is a part *ot 
the world which is Water #nd 
B 3 "Earth, 
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Farth th at which is the Earth| 
part of the world is pre 

the krowledge and u(e of 
Ans, and diſcipline without 
which God would not have the 
world to be perfit, for neceſſity 
followeth the pleaſure of God; 
and cheeffets foliow his will, 
for it is yot credib!e that God 
ſhould be diſpleaſed with hs 
own will for he knew long be- 
before what would be, and 
what you'd pleaſe him, 


The 
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This fourth Chapter,wby God did 
not place man inihe ſpirutnall reg)» 
on but inthis world ; and the an 
ſmer is plaine, and aiſe why ht 
formed man of both natures 4 
mortall and immortal ; and wh) 
the ſoul which be created afier bu 
own [mage and likgne(ſſe, be pu 

A 
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f all and earthy cloſure ; 
abs the mio God G thechuef}. 
poſettion of things, which nece ſſi- 
folows , and effe(t” thaneceſſuy, 
fe Ged fulfilled bath bus will, and 
deed in one and;he ſame ne- 
newt of time, That he calleth. the 
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CHAP, V, 


Ur, © Alclepius, I obſerve 

JL Fchat rhou doſ earnefily de- 
fre to heare, how a man may 
come to enjoy that mulicall 
harmony and divine Worſhip, 
which belongs to heaven, 
Wherefore hear, O Aſcleptus, 
there is one frequen: aflemblie 
amiongtt men for this ſervice of 
God ; andthis no ocher Crez- 
.-'rare-:can perform but man 
Hone, Fort God is only ple+ 
ſed - and delighted that man 
ſhould exrpll his admired work, 
ling praiſes of thanksgiving un- 


to him, and perform ſuch wor- } 


ſhip and ſervice as belongs to 
his holy name, Neither do 
toſe* heavenly graces unwor- 
thily deſcend into the congrega- 

LIONS 


 &< + a - 
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tions of men, leſt that this 
exthly World ſhould ſeerme un- 
teautitied 1n reſpeRt of the. want 
aithis heavenly and {weer Mu- 
ick; bur rather chat his name 


ere I whois the Facher of all things, 
de. © night be celebrated with the 
nay © nelltuoed voices , and comely 
call I prailes of men, So t hat neuher 
NU wer of chankgining mh 
en, of thankſgiv 

s, If ceale; = there = _ men 
lie W (though few in pumber ) thar 


we--indued with fo divine 
and boly a ſpirit, chat their care 
i0nly co pleale, reyerence, apd 
ſive the Lord : but wholo ever 
through rhe confuken of both 
natures » the fleſh prevailing» 
have darkned their ſpirituall ug- 
derſianding , they are ſo much 
given over to their own luſts, 
and are only intent upon theſe 
emxward and lower things. 
Therefore a man is not to 

B 5 cteem ed 
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eſteemed the weaker in teſpes 
chat he is in pare morrall, bur 
peradventure thereby he ma 
leem the more fly andeffet 

alley compoſed to encreaſe in 
full knowledge and underſtand- 
ing, to wit, becan(e unlefle he 
had been made of both natures 
he could not have ſuſteined 
both , therefore was he framed 
of borh that he might have both 
an earthly and divine choice, 
I defirerhee O Aſclepins , nor 


only to harken unto the reaſon 
of rhis rraFate ; bur alſo to et- 
tertaio ir with much Zeal & fer- 
"vency of Spirie, For the reaſon 
'to. many is incredible , bur to 
devourer mindes it ſeemes rm 
and : 3 whereſoce from 


hence I wall begin, 
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> rally ro Chapter [ers farth 


A gramed to men, 
es of God which 
phet d:d well con- 


jeu reps full of the ſpirit of 
med i Gad, commanded to ſing pſaimes 
oth I ave. _ Lord with a =f vouce ex 
ice, © adv che ro; to praiſe the 

awe, then 
te Love, = ne far 
eN- I tw.9 the chief. end both of /inging 
of- as Muſichs, The Letter 1s 18 


CHAP. VI. 


Fi Lord of ecernicy is firſt 
God, ſecondly the Worlg, 
ad thirdly: Man, The mg 
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of che World is God, and all 
chings therein governing all 
things with man whom he hath 
appainced Uicegerent or g0- 
vernor,zwhom he hach made pro- 

\ », . pEfly to rake the Charge of his 
+ "*#ho!e work , tha both he and 
che. world might be an Orna- 
ment of praiie unto himſelt, 
that by this divine compoſition 
of man, the world in Greek 
might be the moretruly called 
abrwos, that it, an Order or Ore 
'hamenr. For he knew himſelt, 
and knew the world co wit that 
remembring - what reſem- 
blance it had witch - his parts, 
what was for his n'e, and what 
for tis fervice, He -ratyhr 1a- 
bour to give praiſe and great 
thankes unto-God and to hon- 
. Our his Image ; being not Igno- 
'rant\, that he was made alſo 
after" the i Image of Ged, of 
which there are two Images, t0 
"3s Wit 
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and Spirituall underſtanding, 
which are poſlefledwith a corpo- 
ral, andearthiydefirel which are 
well called by the name of goods 
or poſleſhons, in that they are 
not born with us but afterwards 
are poſleſied of us, wheretore 
all rhings of chis kind are differ- 
mg trom man that we may even 
deipiſe the body, and thoſe 
things which we greedily cover, 
or any. vice _ or | wickedneſſe 
which we —_— defire , ior 
ſo far as be is ledby reaſon; {0 
far he is a man;-that contem- 

plating, of the davinity , he may 
contemn.anddelpile that pare of 
tas, which ts morrall, buc only 
fo far as neceſſicy compells for 
preſervation of the ſou], For, 
that man may be moſ perfeR 1s 
either part, obſerre him in cacb 
to be formed of four Ele 
ments, or-principall parts with 
wo hands and: rwo teet, and 
ther members ef his body,with 

whuch 
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which he may do ſervice to this 
lower or earthly world, bue 
with bis other four parrs,to wits 
his updenttanding, foul, memo*+ 
ty, andprovidence, he {earcherh 
and lookerh into. alt divine 
cauſes and things, from whence 
it happens chat man with a 
Reftles ſearch enquires into the 
dverities, qualicies, and effects 
of things. Bur being hindred 
by the weight, and roo mnch 
imperſe ion of his body , he 
cannot rly foreice the true 
mcrall cauſes of chings, This 
man rherefore, ſo. framed and 
khioned, andchat for ſuch a 
ninflery 8 ſervice commanded 
0 the-great God, as in decent:y 
grerning the world, pioufly 
worſhiping bis God, &&-worthily 
vftly obedient ro boch tbe wills 
ofGed, what gift doſt rhou 
think be ſhall be recompenied 
with > for ſeeing that this world 
s the work of God, — 
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by his labour and induſtry pre- 
lerreth andencreaſeth the beau- 
ty of it, joyneth his labour with 
the will of God, when by the 
ticlp of his body, and by daily 
paines and care he adorneth 
char @pecfes and forme, which 
by divine wiſdom he firſt crea- 
ted,bur with thatwith which our 
parents were rewarded > with 
which alſo that we may be 
rewarded; if it may ſeem 
200d to his wildome , we do 
mott earneitly pray and dehre, 
that he. will releaſe and free us 
our of this worldly prion, deli- 
wer us from theſe earthl y bonds; 
and reftore us like - unto the 

divine nature, pure and holy. 
Aſclep Thou ſaieſt thevery truth, 
O Triſmegiſtas, for chis is their 
reward who live piouſly cowards 
God , and: faithfully to the 
World; bur ro them that live 
Cherwile and wickedly » bot 
a 
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: paſſage 1s denied them into 
heaven, and a fearfull change 
moother ſhap2s, unbeſceming 
: righteous ſoul, Bur to pro- 
O Triſmegitus, ſundry 
ſoules under the hope of future 
aernity are much indangered 
this world, which ſeemes ro 
ome” Incredible, ro ſome Fa- 
daſous and to others Ridicu- 
lus; for the frnit which is reap- 
& by worldly peſſeſſions in 
fiisremporall life, ſeemeth to 
tavery ſweet ching;wherefore 


t obliquely holdeth the ſoul » 
that it cleavech too much on 
thr part of ic which is morcall , 
neither ſuffers ir to take norice 
rhe divine part , envy hating 
mmorrallicy : for I will, as it 
were by — cell you, 


that none after us ſhall have 
imple elefion, which is rrue 
Ploſophy z being a frequent 
xho!dins a holy worſhip and 

knowledge 
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knowledge of the divinity, fo 
many do confound it after a di 
vers manner; how therefore de 
many men corrupt this 1 
camprehenhble Philoſophy, © 
diverſly confound it. 

Triſm, O Aſclepjas. io thi 
manner mixing it byiurtle d 
Uuces into divers ditcip|ines not 
comprehenhble, Arithmetic 
Muſick Geometrie , but pure 
Philoſophy, and that only 
hangipg upon divine religion 
—— *pply it, ſelf who! ly wo 
the reſi, 'that is may admize- ihe 
courſe of the Starrs and Planets, 
their inted ations , and 
their umngations and. 
changes ro conſiſt of numbers: 
bur the gimencops, qualities, 
and quantities of the. earth, the 
Cepth of the Sea, the Vercue of 
hire,. and the effects of all theſe, 
acknowledging nature that it 
Pay admie, adore, and praile 


art 
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n 20d an excellent underſiand- 
"g, But to knovy Muſick 1s no- 
dngelle chemro knowtheQrder 
dallthings, which pertakes of 
Wh jvige wiidome; for an order o! 
il chings arrificially picched up- 
wone general vill make 10 di= 
we Melodie a certain (weet 
kading and molt true Harmo- 


#, 
- Afclep. Whac then ſhall be- 
ivme of men after us. : 
; Kifſw. They ſhall be decer 
wdby the Subulcy- of Sophifiers, 
wdturned away from pure and 
dine Philoſophy; for onr of 
4 pure mind and foul, t© 
worſhip God, ro honour him 
his works,and to give rhankes 
ao him for bis will » which 15 
ely full of geodveſſe , ©Þ15 1s 
Philoſophis violazed OF cor- 
ed by no fooliſh of un'ealo” 
kuble cucioſiy of tbe mipde;and 


dicheſe, thus tar. a 
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knowledge of rhe divinity, for 
many do confound ir after a di- 
vers manner; how therefore do 
many men corrupt this 1n- 
camprehenhble Phiiolophy, of 
averſly confound it. 

Triſm. O Aſclepjas. i this 
manner mixing it byiurtle de- 
VLuces into divers dilciplines not 
comprehenhble, Arithmetnk 
Muſick Geomettie , but pure 
Philolophy, and that only 
hangipg upon divine religion 
ought Te) *pply it, ſelf who! ly wo 
the reſi, 'that it may admuze- ihe 
courſc of the Starrs and Planets, 
their inted ations , and 
their Nymngations 
changes ro conſiſt of numbers: 
bur the gimenſions, qualities, 
and quantities of the. earth, the 
Cepth of the Sea, the Vercue of 
bire,, and the effects of all theſe, 
acknowledging nature that it 
Pay admice, adore, and praile 

art 
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xt and an excellent underiand- 
ing, But ro know Muſick 1s no- 
tuogelle chemro knowtheQrder 
ofallchings, which pertakes of 
divine wiidome; for an order ot 
al chings arrificially picched up- 
a ane generall,will make in di- 
ine Melodie a certain (weet 
handing and molt true Harmo- 


by, 

Afclep. What then ſhall be- 
me of men afrer us. 

Kifſm. They ſhall be decei- 
edby the Sublcy. of Sophiſters, 
and turned away from pure and 
dvine Philoſophy; for onr of 
4 pure mind and foul, to 
Aorſhip God, ro honour him 
his works,and co give thankes 
ano him for bis will , which is 
enly full of geodneſſe , this 1s 
Philoſophie violazed Or cor- 

ed by no fooliſh or un'ealo- 
table cuciofity of rhe mipde;and 
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Thus fixth Chapter diſcourſe 
that God us the firit God abſolme- 
ly; the World the ſecond, vot abſe- 
{ntely but by articipation God, 
as which s the firſk Image of an 
abſolutely deity; man, the third 
God by articipation of the ditin- 
' ped 619 ſecond Image of God: 

wt God is not an Image, but the 
truth of all Fuages, that man ma) 
aſcend up into heaven by his ſal, 
by his under t anging, by bis ſpirit, 
by his reaſon,as it were by the Supe- 
rior Elements, But wherein be 
is made of fire of air,of water, and 
earth, he is ſubielt to death, andte 
dote wpon all worldly things, de- 
prived of that divine part; That 
the meaſure after which a man 
onghe to live, us rel1g100 which 
$oodneſſe follows,” and which ſeems 


is 
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b be perfie, when being armed 
ih a it deſpiſerb the co- 
wing of other mens goods or any 

wy hurtful to it, as poſſeſſions » 
vhs u ſelf, and all thoſe things 
weſt after, even the very ſenſe of 
ajetiie, For ſo far he ought to 
lecalled a man, whiles that this 
= is led only by reaſon , and 

in contemplation of the divim- 
1he comemneth and deſpiſeth that 
jet of bim which is montall; 
wore then may ſerve for the pre- 
ſervation of his life, 

Aſclepius dvineth that of the 
ſucceeding Ag yptians, that there 
oa be none after them to _ to 

pure Philoſophy of the knowleage 
of God, rok dchie prey ro 
what end man ought to learn the 
dimenſions of the earth, that i« 
Geometry , the qualuies, quantiy 
tier, the depth of the Sea, and the 
nature of fire, and the effefts of all 


theſe, that is the Hniverſall Phi- 
lofophy, 


44 The ſecond Book of 
tojophy of numbers, celeſti 
flobes , anilnaturall things , corfff 
tarily to admire, adore , 
0 
was < 
(ee 


praiſe, the Art, excellent Iment; 
and Workman of all theſe for this 
Philoſophy and only depend: 
,n"96 diviee efgie 5 i Muſic 1 
this is harmony , to know the or- 
der of all things, which all drum 
ty partaketh of , and which artifi 
erally pitched wpon one general, 
well make in divine meloay, 4 c- M tholt 
tam woll twn'd and moſt ſoen har- WI wot 
mony and that is Phileſophy.which Wu, 
is corrupted by no unfit curioſity of Wed 
the minde, which with 4 mo ſoul Y ind! 
and mind doth worſhip the diet), I the 
and honauy bir works, as alſo 10 Bute 
give thanks for the will of God, iſ ue 
which is ſo full of goodneſſe , and WY alle 
confirmerh the Prophecy of Aicle» WI nel 
pins, This 35 the ſixth parti I thi 
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Fa Spiric, and ſuch like, 1 
wil -now begin, There 
"- Ood; an Þple, which in 
Greek Honifieth rhe world, and 


fi W te Spi: ic was in the world; but 


bot as with God, neither are 
tolethines God, of which the 
weld is, wherefore they were 
we, when rhey were not crea» 
td; but even then they were 
that, from whence rhey had 
their being, For rho'e things 
tenor onelyAaid to be, which 
e noe yet created, bur thoſe 
dſo which' have-nor a fruirfu!- 
veſſe in generating ; ſo chat no- 
thing can be produced and ge- 
rated of them. Whatloever 
things cheteſore have in chem a 


mature of conceiving, thoſe are 
things 


46 The ſecond Book of 
things apt to ingender, whi 
may be created ot theſe, albe 
they ingender, Or are created 
themielyes; wherefore God 
verlaſiing, God eternall nei 
1s, or could be begotten, he be 
15, hath been, and ever (hail bi; 
This 1s that theretore which! 
it ſelf is the whole nature « 
God, 

But the nature of the world 
and of che Spirit , albeit the 
ſeem to be created from the be 
ginning ; yet they have in th 
lelves a'vertue of begerting as 
procreation,as al(o fruitfulneſle 
tor a beginning is in the qualit 
of the nature, which contaty 
in it ſelf a quality, and 
rure of conception and birth 
This is therefore onely gene 
rable, or cafe to be-mnger 
dered without the concept 
on of another ; bur that whichF! 
hath in ic onely the vertue © 

concei- 
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tiring, is by che mixture of 

aher gature. So they are £0 
pdicerved, that this place of 

world may not ſeem to be 

wed wich chole things which 
tmthemſelves, as which hath 
teltthe powes of wholeNa- 

Icall ic a p\ace in which 

all things ; for neither could 

| theſe things be, it a place 
rewantng which might con- 

all things ; for a place was 

ſe provided for all things that 

7; for neicher rhe quanii- 

, por qualities, nor fituati- 

kor effects, can be known of 

| $ which are not : thereſore 
We world, albeit ic be not {o 
wed, ver it contains in it felt 
bature of all rhings,as which 
(in all chings) rich and 

© Fwull. matter ro Conceive. 
23S therfore that whole qua- 


W& matter which maybe crea” 
' _* iſh red, 


DC 


Mo's 5 


Cl- 


43 Theſecond Book of 


red, albeir it be not created: 
For as Nature is a frnirfull 
matter of quality, ſo the ſame 
15 as fruicfull in malignity, Nei 
ther have I ſaid, O Afciepin 
and Amnon , which is ſaid of 
many, whethet Cod could wea- 
ken and turn away evil trom the 
nature of things? To which we 
anſwer net at all ; yer tor your 
ſakes I will proſecute what 1 be- 
gan, and give a reaſon : For they 
affirm, that God ought all man- 
nez-of wayes to have freed the 
world from wickednefle ; ſor he 
13 ſoin the world as thovglhe 
ſtems to be a member, or part 
of it ; for itis fo provided and 
6rdained by the molt high God, 
4s lich as with reaſon be could 
het, when he hach vouchlafed 
& di2nifie che mindes of men 
with tenſe, diſcipline, & under- 
ſanding for with thoſe chings in 
Which we excel other creatures, 
we can only (hun the ceccit 0! 
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© #,gnile,and alt orhey corrnpU* 
an, For he, before that he 35 en» 
ſuredin them, ſhall by che 
ſight & uglinefle of chem, avoid 
them, that man is guarded with 
divine knowledge and wiſdom 
-1- I foricis che foundation of diſci- 

line, confifting in che excellen- 

de of knowledge : for by the 
ict all rhings are miniſtered, 
mdrefreſhed 1n the world, and 
(sit were) an organ, or intiru- 
nent, is ſubje& ro the will of 
the great God, Wherefore hi- 
therto In our ſons, let us con* 
ive of chat wiſe Moderatour 
nd ſenſible Governour of God, 
which is called che Spirir,or ho- 
Ghoſt , which comprehends 
wir ſelf every place, and the 
ſubſtance of every chimg, and che 
wit matter of things en 
nd creared ; and whatioever 
elſein the worlg, cicher tor (ub- 
lance, qualicy, or quantity : for 
| C 3 all 
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all che Dpecies in the world, 
and every thing according to 
that nature which is given 1t of 
15 moved and governed by 
the Spiric, But the world is the 
receptacle of all chings, andthe 
haunt and place to more in for 
all creatures, of which God 1s 
the Governour, di/peniing in all 
worldly things, as much as is 
neceſſary ro every one, who 
with his Spirir fijls all things, of 
what nature and quality ſoever, 
For the world is round, like un- 
to a Ball or ſphere, being tor the 
form or qualities ſake 1nvitible 
tOac ſelf, For it you ſhall chu'e 
any high placein i only to look 
down, thou canfi nor tee from 
therce what is below, and be- 
cate it. conlifts of many places 
and parts, it is \nppoſed to have 
aqualiry:and by rhe alone forms 
the Dpecies,'.in who'e Cffi- 
Fes 1 ieems10 be ingraven, it 
[.6 "Ie 15 
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1d, I isſappoſed ro be vicble, when 
ro | #iBſhewed, drawn out,or paine 
of I ted, but indeed ir is alwayes to 
by Þ it ſelf inviible, Whereby, the 
he F bottom' or loweſt part” of rhe 
ie Þ Sphere (ifthere be any) 1s cal» 


l:din Greek 4s, for iJ\iy in the 
Greek tongue tgnifieth to ſeey 
which fightrhe bottom ot the 
Sphere may want, whereupon 
the @pecies are called iNar, for 
that crhey are of an inviuble 
form z and for that they are Ce» 
ptived of light, , the Greclans 
all vs, and for that they are 
in the bottom of the Sphere, 
the Latines,. Jnferf, Theſe are 
therefore the ancient princa- 
ples, or are (as it were). begin” 
nings and. heads of - all clnpgs 
contained/in apy part or parts 
of theſe. 

Aſclep, All theſe things 
therefore, as you ſpeak of, which 
xe carthly, O Triſmeciſtus, 


CE 3 are 
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are preſent as well in ey 


Species, as in che tnll (ubiance 
. of every thing, 


Triſm. Therefore the warld 
nouriſheth the bodies, the Spi- 
fit the life or toul and fenie, or 
reaſon; the underfianding being 
a eitrwuhwhich man js only en- 
riched, neicher all men but few 
who have a beart& judoment to 
be capable of ſo great a benefit: 
for as the world 15 inlightned by 
the Sun, fo mans minde is il- 
Inminaced by chis loghc & much 
more. For whatſoever the Sut 
doth enlighten , by che Eclipſes 
and interpoſition of Earth and 
the Moon, and by the approach 
of night, it loſech, and is depti- 
ved of that light : brit reafon 
when it ſhall be once mixed 
with mans Soul it becomes, by 
that lively & growing mixture » 
of 
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the workmanſhi of the Creators, 
and not ereated if ym reſpeft the 
truth of the workmanſhip, For 
the world and the ſpirit , to wit the 
world and a certain divine power 
paſſing , and dis fuſing i ſelf 
through all things, were not in the 
world when they were not ' cveated, 
but he ſaith they were in that from 
whence they were to be created; 
but in what were they, but in tha 
drVine word by which all things 
were made? But it which and 
what was made was life, and 
from whence at length every thing 
came that was made, The world 
to be as fruitful in evil as good, 
being as capable of evil as good, 
as the Earth is frunfult both of 
medicinable Herbs and hurtful 
Weeds , and that the earth hatbby 
« kind of propriety, [9 likewiſe 
the world notwithſtanding God 
Las much as 1a'th reaſon he 
might) hathprovided for men rea- 
0 


ſon 
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ſw, &ſcipline, and under ff ending » 
gquinſtrbus kind of materiall pro” 

, leaſt ſinne ſhould overranne 
reid, as brambles and burt- 
ſulweeds, a negleited and untilled 
deſert or wilderneſſe, Moreover of 
the fpirus disfwſed through all 


ated, thivg 54nd theſe thing 5 that be ne 
from | ders, of ſenſe or <-. 4 which 13 
_ aftilling of divine graces "Into 
that 


men: ſonls,45 of the Sun beames on 
the e723, he diſcour ſeth er ef 


this ſeventh part, 
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»l | 
clep; Whom affirm yot, © 

h ney: Whom to be the 

ſe | beads and begiguings of che fujt 

4 | Frinciples. 

*e | Trilm.4 reveal & diſcloſe ui 


thee great & EjorReeri 
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which I now begin by che de 
red help and aflittance of Go 
There are divers kinds of God 
and of thoſe one part 1ncelligi 
ble, another ſenhible, 
are calledinrelligibles, nort the 
cauſe theymay be ſuppoſed vor (448 
ro be fab j6 ro our (enles, ( & 
we perceive them more then The 
thoſe which we call viſible) © 
#s dar diſcourſe ſhall ſhew, anc 
thoaifchon mark ic maie( per-il 2: 
celve : for divine reafon paſſng 
beyond the reach and capacity 
of men, if thou with good care, 
and pgrear arrention liften nec 
unto the ſpeakers, wall fly away 
and pallihrooph thee, and re- 
ruthe to the Fountain of it own 
waters, There are therefore 
Chief Lords or Gods ofail Bft- 
"Fits, the Prince of whom is 
Bet the Original who 
their Orjoinalt, 
\Kirvee vile all thiogs , erery 
; Fi ONe 
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ilgmipatng one anothers 
The chief Lord of Hea- 

2 0: wharſoever is concluded 
mer thac name, is Jupſfer , 
br from Heaven Jupiter gives 
lteio all, lhe chicke Lord of 
the Sun, is the Lighr, For the 
benefic of light is diftribured un- 
10us by che globe of che Sun. 
There are 34, Lords ofthe ho- 
tokcope, or which ſpeculate 10- 
tothg Hours of Nacivicy.placed 
dnayes amongſt the fi - Pla- 
nars, the Prince of theſe they 
all Tlarrhuagpes, that is, which 
Kh all ſoapes oc which, in dif- 
kenc Species, makes divers 
Sapes. The ſeven wandes- 
we Planecs have alſo rheir 
lords which they call, Fartupe 
and Fate by which all things aze 
hanged which, were firmely fia- 
bliſhed byche law of SENS 


tered by a continual motion Bur 
the Aite is che .O:gan ar anliu- 
or 00g 
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ment of alt things, in which all 
things are brought co paſle, an 
the chief Lord erPrince of this 
ſecond in degree conferring 
mortall things, andrhe like, ny 
on morrall Creatures, The 

things thetetfore being ſo, th 
theſe lower things are moved) 
the higher; $So likewiſe all 
naturall chings are joyned co 
themſelves, as mortall things 
Witt! mortall, and Wide 
things wich ſenſible, Bur rhe 
Chiet matrer ot Goyernment, 
belongs ro char vreatLord,being 
not many bur only one for from 
rhat one all chingsde; end:rather 
flowing from him 'when they 
ſtem to be diftanr, & are {ypp0- 
fed ro be a many thinvs apart by 
rhemſcives but indeed are uni- 
red:5eing one or rather two 
from whom all things are &- 
fetted, and from which they are 
created, that is, the marter>t 
h they are made, &from his 
will, 
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mill by which other things are 
brovght ro paſſe. 

Aclep, Azam, what is the 
ryan of this, OTriſmegiſtns > 
'* Erifm. This; O Afcleptus, 
For Cod the Father, or the 
Lord of all things , and wharſo- 
erername he 18 more religiouſly 
mnd-devoutly called of men, 
mich ought for onr underfianc- 
mgſake ro be ceverenced of us, 
» concemplation of ſo great a 
Myeſty,ve have exprefly cal\ed 

by none cf thoſe names, 
Sxif this ound uctered, ſerrerh 
Sh the who!e will ofman or 
that underfiandiog he ſhall con- 
'cave by rhe ſpirit; the ſubſtance 
of which name conſifiing of*a 
ſery ſyllables, is limiced and 
ritcumſcribed , that there 
tight be in man a neceſſaty afd 
famiviar entercour'e hetwixt the 
vice, & the eares,the ſpirit and 
the underſtanding, and 40 of 


al things by che'e : Wherher 
then 
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then the name of God he com- 
pleate or wholly in theſe? far 
[ [uppole not, that the effici- 
enc cau'e of all Majelty, and 
the Facher and Lord of all 
things, can be expreſſed by one 
name though compounded of 
many Syllables : it 15 neceſſary 
theretore that he ſhould be cal- 
led not by one name bur rather 
by all names, ( ſeeing that he 
is doth one and all things ) be- 
ing meet that all chings ſhould 
be his name ; or that He 
fhould be flyled by the name of 
All. This therefore beiny but 
one , as being all, is full of the 
fruirfulnefle of both natures, 
and rich in his own will bring- 
eth forth whatſoever he hath 
adelire to.create, His will us 
all zoodne$,and this ſame good- 
nE(s pertaiges £O all things, from 
kis divinity nature -proceeds 
that all things may be as they 
acc, 
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#e, and have been and in all 
things which ſhall be , pacure 
tence forward may of ic ſelf be 
t ro beger, Let this 
therefore be che reaſon given 


thee, © Aſclepius , wheretore 
#d-bow all chiogs , of both 


oy lexes are made. 
ther _ mean God, 
t he 

"Y Trifm. Noc oply God, O 
be Adepius, buc all Crantuees 


king life, and a.1 Creatures 
; for it 1s impollible 

ar any of thoſe chings which 
at, ſhould be uafruictull, ſor 
Tarfulnede - being barred 
rom alltbings thac ace, it will 
te impoSible that there be a 
prtpetury of tho'e chings which 
*e ; tory 1 ſay, thac Nature and 
Reaſon, and the World do con- 
Wo in chem this nacuce , and 
preſerve in chemEl ves all things 
mated; for every Sex is full 
of 


4 
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of procreation, and the Con- 
junAion or unicing of both is 
incomprehenſible , which you 
may call Venery or Jutt or both: 
this therelore being well under- 
ftoodand clearly conceived,that 
from the God of narure the 
invention and office of procrea- 
.tion 1s for ever, in whom 15 
nacurally perfe& chanty, joy, 
mirrh, and divine love; and it 
might be ſaid how great the 
forceand neceſſity of his mini- 
frry 1s bur that' by the 'cantem- 
ptation of him, it 18 manitett ro 
erery ones underſtanding, For 
if you o bſerve rhe firlt rime 
- wherein we ase faſhioned, how 
both natures ftamerh an ofprivy 
Either Male, or: Female , how 
that theone greedily-ſnatcherh 
the ſeed of the other, & ſhuts1c 
vp cloſe within the womb , and 
laitly how by that common 
Conjuncion at the ſame rtime 

they 
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they beger men and women , 
which the woman for a certain 
ime dearech in her womb, The 
de&s rheretore of lo plealing , 
nd neceflary a work, 15 com-+ 
nitted in the dark, lelt that 
/ ug deriions and mockings 
common i2norane fooles , 
te divinicy of nature by the 
ojuncon of borh lexes, 
hould be compelled ro bluſh, if 
thould be ſubje& ro the open 
new of irreligious and ungo ly 
puter, for there are very few 
the world thar may be coun- 
tedmodelt and religious, where- 
it hapeneth chat in many 
'remaines malice and 
kwdneſſe, through the want of 
midome and. knowledge 1n 
hole chings whichare : for by 
the underſtanding of divine 
inowledpe, and re igion, by 
which all things are hveetly 


Wpoſed;, and ordered, there 
is 
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1s not only a contempt of » 
bur alſo medicine for all 
the evils inthe world : but 6 
long as ignorance and want of 
knowledge abide, there all man- 
ner of (in gets head,and wounds 
the ſoul with incurable Vices, 
which being infefted,and defiled 
with them, (wells it, as it 
were with Poyſon , which cat- 
not be cured but by a (ou! fur- 
pilhed with divine graces and 
underitapding, If therefore 
only ro.2 ſew this ſhall be pro- 
fitable, it is meet to proſecue 
and conclude this traQate, 10 
Wit, wherefare God hath 
youchlafed ro impart, only un 
to men nnderfianding and dilce 
pline. Hear chezeſore, when 
God the Father, and Lord 6 
all things, had after other 1n- 
feriour Gods or Angels mace 
man of the corrupter part of 


the world, and of a like meaiwre 
of 
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of divinity, it happened that 
iadidremain mixed with thoſe 
Jodes, with a neceflary detire 
wer food and living , ( which 
ueure bath given in common 
wether living creatures )as allo 
«der affetions and vices ot rhe 
tinde incidenc' to mans COr- 
aptien, Bur the Angels 
mach were made of the pureſt 
fart of nature , and wanting 
helps of Reaſon and Know- 
edge, and ina continuall Rate 
immortality yet ſor uvity of 
ander, and for iſchpine , and 

nderfianding he hath ordained 
byan eternal Law, (being an or* 
&tby the Law of necefhity limi- 
tg) that they ſhould not be far 
tom chem or much different in 
warure. appointing man above all 
Cearures to be only endued with 
raſon and knowledge by which 
ke might ſhan che corruption 8 


nices of his body, harh aſſigned 
chem 
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them for the purpoſe and hope 
of immortality, finally he hat 
made man that he might be im 
morrall of a divineand moral 
nature, chat ir might appear 
that man being thus mpde aff 
the will of God, is in better 
ſtare thenthe Anyels, whoare 
made only of an immorrall na 
ture, as alſo all ocher mortal 
creatures, In which re 
man comming neareſt to th 
nature of God he ſhould wot 
ſhip him in pure and undefied 
religion with an honeſt heart) 
and chart the Angels with a pt 
ous and loving affettion 
ſhould piryand pre/erve all by 
mane things, But this is {p# 
ken ofſome few men who ar 
indued yvith chaſt and pure & 
feftions ; we hare nothing to 
do with the Virtious, left th 
holy ditcourſe be defiled by tht 
thonghc of them. A 
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The | 
COMMENTARY. 


Thus eighth C hapter treateth of 
material Lords or Princes, 


ho are Heaver ke calleth ]upiter ; the 
| n1ff ord of the Swn, the Light : Le 
wehons 34 Horoſcopes,or markers 

dthe howrs of childrens natrvity 18 

| fixed Plan- 


air: but theſe ſeem to be the 

(poi pilions of Devils, and certain va- 
ar wes [rhelling of the errovrs of the 
3 Gentiles, and which cauſe thoſe 
10 which. truſt in chem, rather to pe- 
bs ibthento be in any ſafety, From 
we lence be: retwrneth ite the contenr 
'  Mationof themeſt bigh and inef+ 
: fable 
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fable God, or which is to be na- 
med by all- names, being full 
Cr whereby all things 

ave that which makes them al- 
together frunfull : From hence 
15 that love of procreation, and 
that great work of Nature, which 
hath nothing deformed or unſcemly 
m it, whiles that the thoughts, 
ſpeech, and attions be modeit and 
rel 19 1004s . for that is grven ard 


permicted for the imenation of dh 
vine frurfulnweſſe, But becau(e the 
gremrefF part of men 15 19norant 
of theſe myſteries , they profane 
theſe divine Laws, and after the 
manner of bruit beaits, unreve- 
remly, wnſcemly, and oxtragionſly W — 
uſe theſe things , therefore we dare 
not ſpeak_of 5 upp things, tven for 
modeitries ſake, becauſe thoſe 1#- 
ordinate and irreverent thoughts 
and. yeftures ave apt to thruit 
_ _ into the minds of $5 6 
ani not that {ce z AG A 

| EY defiled 
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kfiled Ordinance of God : and be- 
t few have and good affe- 
af IL viſe rhe A Pur 
wither think, or ſpeak much if 
1 matter, Then he addeth, that 
od hath beſtowed onely upon men 
aſon and under ſtanding , whereby 
that immortall, an4 divive part of 
bw might (bun vices which other- 
viſe . » the admixture of his 
unhly abftance, he mi ef 
um into : ar reaſon of this < 
ind diſſo/nble part,men muft needs 
fal imo lufts, and other temprati- 


we the mind, This,of the eighth 


—_— YO 
CY 


CHAP. IX, 


Nd becanſe we are now 
peaking of 4he frmlirude, 
td muruall fellowſhip of men 
ud God, acknowledge, O 
| Aſclepius, 
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and Father, or molt high God 


15 the Creatour ot the heavenly 
(zods or Angels; io Man isthe 
Ccreatour ot thoſe gods whichare 
tet in Temples, contented to be 
neighbours unto men, and are 
not onely 1||uminated, hy, do 
alſo 11 luminate, doing not on.y 
good unto men, but allo can- 

rmeth chat there is -a God, 
Dolt wonder at this, O Aſcie- 
pius, or doi thou doubt ot 125 
many do # 
- Mſclep, 1am confounded, 0 
Triſmegiſtus : bur giving cre- 
dit ro what you ſay, I judge man 
robe molt happy, who hath at» 
tained roo great bleſſednelle.. 
— Trifm, Neither unworthily 
s be warthy of admitation,whd 
ergeracel amongll the gods, 
Far Genus of all chiogs 1s 


manileſt wichourt confuſion, be- 
ing 
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wpropagared of che pureſt pare 
| Nacuce, and the {hmilicudes 

them co be (as ic were) the 

& of all : bur rhe Species 

the gods, which man repre-« 

1s faſhioned of two na- 

s; Divine, - which is the 

excellent and noble part ; 

Earchly,which is that which 

converſant: in earth, and 

meh conſilts of che whole Fa- 
or ſeverall parts of che 
> May. So Man being 
andfull of his Divine Nature 

Originall, remains Rull in 

e of God, For asche 
tuber. and the Lord hath made 
ternal Gads, chat might be like 
wo him, So man faſhi- 
med out unto himlſelt , af- 
& the Gmilicude 'of his own 
nntenance. Jt 
Do you mean umas 
js, O Triſmegiſtus ? 

Trifm, Do you not ſee how 
D _ far 
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far you are miſtaken > livir 
wages, full of ſenſe and ſpirit 
doing ſuch and ſo great things 
Inages having fore-knowledy 
ot things to.come, and fore-tel 
ung by many other things, ipfir 
miries, cares,and forrows.,whic 
ſhall happen deſervedly rome 
Are you t2nerant, O Aſcle 
thac Kg ypt 8 the image of He: 
yen, or, which is more true, 
ganſlation of deſcenhon of all 
things, which are governed anc 
exacifedin Heaven > Andit 
ſpeak rightly, *Our land is the 
Temple ot che whole world, 
and- yer for-that it beleemert 
wiſe men to- fore-know al 
things, it behoveth you not t« 
oo t, that the rime Fr | 
come when it m ar, tha 
the ZEpyprtians hows by a con 
fant and pious praftice in reli-W 
pion ſerved Cod in vain, and all 
their holy worſhip ſhall become 
Voie, and of noeffe& ; For the 


» 
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re (hall be a 
; bur, which 1s more miſe» 
there (hall be Laws en- 


em incredible ro poſters 


[- jand onely/letrers ſhall ſtand 


aven upon thy pillars, ybick 
declare uy prong 
A 
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and-in thee ſhall inhabic «> 
Scythian, Indian, or ſome ott 
neer barbarous Nation, .F 
the Divinicy. ſhall fly to H 
ven, the whole Nation forſake 
Il die, and (@ Xgypr ſhall þ 
aken of God and may, Ic 
upon.rchee,, thou mof} holy R 


very, and prelage unto rhe 


things which ſhall come 


afle ; thy waters and divir Gb 
—_ 1 be. filled wit 


blaod; which ſhajl overflow th 


banks, and make a violent inur 
dation, ſo that there (hall b 
more dead than living, and 
44 open alive, ſhall one 

y Ipvage be known tot 
an te by bis deec 
he ſhall jeema Barbarian, Wh 
weep you, O Aſclepius, Xgyp 


ſhall be turniſhed with far greaſy 


ter, and worle evils than thee 


the being hererofore a holy and 
great Favourer of the Deiry,and 
D1ying 


of | 
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ne Worſhip and Religion, 
that worthily upon earths 
ared alone from other Na- 
became*rhe Mittreſſe of 

Wicy and Piety, ſhall be an 
of the greateſt cruelry, 

hen with grief of hearr, the 
vld (ſhall not ſeem to be ad» 
d and adored, This whole 

d (than the which there nei- 

T 1s, hath, or ſhall be any 
We chat ſhall appear, of more 
Ellencie) ſball be indanger- 
dſcem burdenous tomen, 
ithis reſpe& ſhall be de- 
fled : neither ſhall the world 
eſteemed, which is the im- 
able work of God, a moſt 
tons Fabrick, a work com- 
kanded with the different va- 
ty of ſhapes, an inftrument of 
will of God,who in his work 
michour envic ). beſpake all 
"Yttings ro become one ; which, 


"Yo the beholdess, mighe be ho- 
_ D 3 noued, 
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noured, praiſed, and loved, be 
wg aD united heap of ſun 
ſhapes. For darkweſſe (hall 
red before- light, deat! 
Shall ſeem ſweeter than life, n 
man ſhall look upto Heaven, 
geligious man ſhall be account 
eda mad man,an irreligious anc 
profate perſon {cem wile,a Mac 
man, valiant ; and the work of 
all men, good and pious: tor 
the Soul, and all things aboutit 
wherein 1t 1s either mortal), © 
conceiverh thar it ſhail attain te 
immortality , accordingly as | 
have declared unto you, ſhall 
not onely be —_ a thing 
worthy of la but alſo: 
meer vaary Jt beleeve me) 
ic (hall be Find 2 Capital of 
fence for him that ſhall (tudyco 
be religious, there ſhall neo 
— and Laws be fiabliſt- 
: nothing which is religious 
ſhallde heard worthy of Hea- 


yen 
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w, or heavenly rhings, of be 
eertained in the beares of 
neo: rhere ſhall be a ſeparation 
1 «God, which is exiach co be la- 
A wenced, from che Sociery 6f 
wen , wy evil angels ſhall re- 
1 which ſhall violently move to 
Y il-manner of audacious mif- 
A vets, flir chem up rowars, ſe- 


: for dition, robberies, decceury and 


rf aoco all rhings contrary to the 

ff dpoſition of the Soul, then the 
;ntoff Jarch ſhall nor fiand, che Sea 
all not be failed in; and in 
Heren, the courſe of the Stars 
and Planers hall ceaſe, all d&i- 
fine knowledge ſhall { of ne- 
telſicy) be burred in lence, the 
fuits of che earch ſhati be cor- 
wpred, weicher ſhall the Eacch 
be fruicfo)1, and che aic ir folf 
Ball languiſh with « (orowfall 
untenance ; rhefe and ſoch 


like rimes (hall come; irreligion 
* A and 
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and confuſion of the world,wit 
a ſenſleſnes &vacancy of al good 
things. When theſe things ſhall 
happen, O Aſcleptus, then th 
Lord and Father God Almight 
Governour onely of the world, 
looking into the manners, and 
voluntary deeds of men ; after 
his own will(which is his good- 
nefſe) puniſhing vices , taking 
away all errours and corruption, 
and drowning all manner of 
wickednefſe, either by an inun- 
dation of waters, or elſe conſu- 
ming them by fire, or elle by 
"plague and peltilence, he will 
end this world, and re{{ore it to 
1s ancient beauty; ſo that the 
-world it ſelf may ſeem to be ad- 
- mired and hononred : and God, 
the Creatour and Reftorer of (0 
great a work, ſhall of all men 
then being, be magnified with 
continuall praiſes and _—_ 
vinys: For this generation oft 1 
, ; v 01d, 


of 


d,wir 


1 good 
5s ſhall 
n thar 


1ghe 
yOrld, 
5, and 
aſter 
00d- 
aking 
t10n, 
r of 
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world, .and the reformation. of 
algood things, and the 'moſt 
toly and religious reflicution of 
wrure it ſelf, in due time both 
8, and hath been eternall from 
the beginning, for the will of 
God wants beginning, which 
sthe ſame, and continuall in 
mry place, 
Aſclep, For: the nature of 
t5 the counſaile of his will, 
wd- his excelent. goodnefſe 
ks counſaile, O Tricmegiſs 


W. 

Trifm, O Aſclepins, his will 
roceeds frem his counſaile,and 

8 will from his will, ncicher 
mils he any ching ambuiouſly 
which is full of all chiggs, and 
thoſe which he wills be hath, 
dut. he wills all good chings z 
and hath-all he wills. i For 
thinks and wills all good F; 
but this is God,and rheworld 8 


the Image of that Good, 


D 5 Aſclep. 
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Aſctep; Good O Triſme: 


Triſm. Good,zs 1 ſhall reach 
thee, O Aſcleptus , for as God 
1s the diſpenſer and giver of all 
good things, to every Genus 
and Species in the W orid, that 
is, borh of foul and life, 
ſo likewiſe the wor!dis the dil 
enibucer and giver of allthiogs, 
which ſeem good to moral! 
creatures , that is, change of 
pars feaſonable fruires , pati- 
vity, encreaſe and _— and 
the like, and by this God futivg 
above in the bicheſt Heaven, 1 
every where, and beholds all 
things :- for rhere is above theſe 
Lower Heavens, a place with- 
ear Starrs, tar from all earthly 
tinngs , chis place derwixe Hea» 
ven anc Earch che diſpenſer of 
we call , or god, buron 

| the Sea, Rerenerh 
Juplfer 
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Jpiter Pluto, and he is the 
nouriſher , and preſerver of all 


each © Livigg and frunfulþ morrall 
God I Creatures, by the power of all 
}f all I theſe, Feuics, Trees, Planes, and 
enns © the ground. are refreſhed, and 
he power and effedts of erher 
ds are diftribured rhebugh a) 
that are; They are 
ddribered thac ſhall bear rale 
® the Earth 4 aw] ſhall be pl#- 
ed in the very” entrance- of 
Expyt, in char Ciry which is 
hk in che Weſt, or where che. 
las ſets, To which place all 
worrall Creatures both in Land 
1nd Sea fall haften, 
» Aelep, - Bur at rhis' time 
where are they, © Triſme- 
fftng 


Trifm:- They are placed ini) 
he ere# City , in the Libyan 
Monneains and thus far this de- 
clararion, 


eh 
ter The 
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COMMENTARY, 


T his whole Ninth Chapter » 
prophare, Which Auvvitine well 
reproveth in his Book, of the City 
God, It maintaines Idolatry , 
extolling and ſetting it forth with 
wonder full prgpſes, and the decay 
or fall of it, it much deplores, In 
the higheſt Heaven , bs ſerteth 4 
64r1ain God beholding all things; 
ban, in that place berwixt Heaven 
and Earth, he placeth Jupiter , 
the diſpoſer , - or Steward; and 
Pluto Jupites#0 be the God , and 
diſpenſer on Land, and Sea 4 
though there, were ove God in Hea- 
ven, another in the Aire, and ane* 
ther on the. Land, and«Sra ; all 
which 'contein an infimte impie!) 
of errors : for out of divine Writ 
we are wncorruptly, purely , and 
holily tang by 3 "4 - Lod he 4 

Ge 


4 
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God in Heaven "above, and in 
Earth below , and that there us Ao 
«her God : but againſt Idols and 
Idolatry the word of God and the 
boy Prophets ds warity admoniſh 
w, than we be not defiled, with 
ſogreat a blot of impiety , nor cor- 
ted with ſo great an error , for. 
the Idol it ſelf is curſed, and hin 
F made it, by ain, the _ 
pprng of curſed Idols 11 the cauſe 
4 and end of all m-{chief, 
An Idol maker, and this Idol are 
both an abomination tathe-Lord , 
for both that which is made, wuh 
bim that ut ſhall be conſumed with 
fre, theſe and many more things 
of Idelarry om of the Book, of, 
widome, and in Levicicus God 
himſelf out of his «wn month com- 
wandeth, 1 am the Lord jour 
God, you ſhall not make to your 
ſelf any Idol, or graven Image , 
rether ſhall you ereft any mund- 
went , or Pillar in your Land t0 
wor ſip 


$4 The ſecond Book of 


P it, Andof the. Idels of 
M£gypr; he advertiſeth in Brekiel, 
Be nat polluted with _ Idols of 

, for I am the Lord your 
ro bY of ther abelifinr he 
ſpeaketh by the ſame Prophet, 1 
will deftroy ther Images aud make 
arent of their Ido! Memphis , he 
ſhell re more load them owt of the 
Land of. 4 What Mer- 
curins callerh the ford Spirit. and 
ſanſeof Idols, and Images in that 
they hal. bring diſeoer i fr 
mites, and fears upon men , wo 
know wither doxbr to be evill Spi- 
_ and in afſwrance to be theſe 

which the 4 rrwly a ffirm- 
eh, that wget # gen- 
Boles, are divils, of evil Spirits, 
Let this little be fuſficiem agent 
the impiety of Trifmegin ns mm the 
mnth pare , for we ſpeaks to thoſe 
who are ſoaſemd with the true 
knowledge of God, which (a the 
wiſeman ſauh ) to hrow and nn- 


aer ſtand 
» 
/ 
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irfand i; perfelt righteen 

dts know ks ores ys 

= s the root of immortality, 

clus drawerh this place to an 

0, 45 though the Idols were 


wg the [mage of man, 


whey Ghe ; Egypr phe dork: 
aſe of ard poet. aad the per- 
: ſerples Apoſtles & 
”r, the x pillars de- 


we-far from the Letter , 
1 1 ihink, with Ay - 


ime that Hermes everyhet 
k f beth inthis and the 13, 
bapter , for they ſeem to have 
te Prophets of the Gentiles, as Bas 
ham 4nd the Sy bells, that they 


vey. ſuffer both Light and 
ne lucid and ob[cure 11+ 


termine of Prophecies | ometines 
pure 
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pure, and  ſomet1mes mmpure 
This, for the ninth Chapter, 


morrality&immorraliry:tor 
hope and fear of death torment 
many,which are ignorant of the 
tcue reafon:for death is cauſed by 
diſſolution of the body, ryred 
out with tabour and the hat- 
mony - being. ended whereby 
the : memabers of the body are 
ficred into one compoſition for 


a difloltutien of the body, and 
an acrer decay of the bodily 
ſenſes, abour which to rake 
thought for, is to'no youre ; 

ut 


PSSOER SRe EMC 
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rc oY there is an other thing ve- 
llary, which 'eicher 1gno« 

race, or mans incredulity iet- 


th leight by. 

Aſciep. What is that, O 
Liſmegiſtus, chat chey are 
ather Ignorant of, or believe 
lot tO be ? 

Triſm. Hear therefore, O 
Kclepius, when chere ſhall be a 
eparation of the ſoul from the 
body, then the Judgement , 

1 examination of his delercs 
tall paſſe over unto the grear 

a ; and he when he ſhall{ee 
that it is juit and righteous ſhall 
Wer it coabide ina fir Manhon 
wr it he ſhall ſee ic to be ſpot- 
d and defiled with fin and 1ni- 

ry he will calt it dow, and 
Gliverit to Scormes , Wharle- 
finds, fire, Lightening , and 
empett; and it ſhall be (natch- 
j np betwixt Heaven and 
arth, with worldly —_—_— 
an 


J. 
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and with conrinuall torments; 
be driven into divers places, 
that mm chis reſpeRt theeternity 
of them is prejudicious becauſe 
by an immorrall fenrence, the 
Soul is condemned to everlaſt- 
ing judgment; left therefore we 
be infolded with thefe miſeries, 
know rhat we mutt fear tremble, 
and beware; for the unbelievers 
are afrer their fauirs avd ple:- 
ſuce in fin compelled co beliere 
nor by words, bur by exam- 

es, not | by rhreatenings 
bur.dy the very ſuffering of pur- 
iſhmepr. 

' Aſclep, Are not then, O Bi ifs 
megtfius.the faulcs of men pun- 
hed only by mans Law. 

Trifm, Fotfooth, Q._ Aſcis- 
plus, firt all eacchly things 
which are morcall , then cho'e 
things alfowhich live by corporal 
reaſon and which ſwatve trom lis 
hving after that Law of reaſon i $0 

all 


= 


ce 
b 
I” 
jec 
Ge 
14 
ev 
Me 
far 
the 
me 
oY 
me 
wh 
the 
TG 


Hermes Triſmegifiu, 9 
all theſe according to their 
deferts and faults are lizble ro 
3 but after death 
much the ſorer puniſhment 
&their faults have been concea- 
led & anpnniſhed in this life, for 
God foreknowing all things 
renders a'like puniſhment to 
evey one according ro "the 
I and quality of rhe 
t, 
Afclep. Who are worthy of 
the greare(i puniſhmenc, O Trifs 


tondemned by the Laws. ot 
men come to a violent death, 
which ſeem not to yeeld unto 
the debt of nature, bur ro ſuffer 
| —— for their deſerts: 

nerarywiſe , God is a ſheild 
amd defence unto a righreons 
man, who leveth piety and re- 
'J ligion ; for he defendeth ſuch 
"Bf fton all manner of dangers and 
ewls, 


_ = 4 4 &« © at Mk 25 5 _a_E 7 © 
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evils, for the Father and Lord 
of all chings, who alone is all, 
ſhowes himfltwilling]y to all, 
not where he 1s in place, nor 
what in quality, nor how great 
in quantity , bur illuminating 
man with the alone underitand- 
of the mind, who when the 
darknefle of mind is removed; 
and the brighrneſſe of truth per- 
ceived, participates himſelt by 
the full ſenſe of divine know- 
ledge, by -whoſe love he is freed 
from that naturall part which 1s 
mortall, and conceiyeth hope 
ef future- immortalicy. This 
therefore ſhall be the difference 
betwixt good andevil men, for 
every one by piety religion di- 
Vine WO 
p_ A and ayer wo 
iohrast fGeht, when 

hach what wg = che truth 
Of reaſon, and the confidence 
«f hope and excellech ſo far other 

men 


»” 


rſhip and reverence of 
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men, as the Sun excelleth other 
tarrs in his Light ::for the 
San-1cſelt nor ſomuch in great« 
veſle of diery, as in divinity 
and (antity illuminacerh the 
orher Scarrs, For I ſuppoſe this, 
 QAſclepins, co be che Second 
God governing all other things, 
&1/luſtrating all worldly things 
whether they be creatures we. 
lite orwichour life, for if che crea- 
twrethe world hathyis & ſhall al- 
#atcs be Living, norhing inche 
world is mortal. For there is no 
place of mortality, for every liv- 
Iny part which is in the world, 
#10 one and the ſame continu- 
al living creature , wherefoce 
it ought to be fallof life” and 
erernity, it ic maſt always live, 
The Sun cherefore as the world 
erernall, andſo is the gover- 
nour of liſe and'livelineſſe, and 
the contimual diſpenſer of chem, 
He is therefore cheGod of the 


living 


”» 
*: 
NJ 
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living and of choſe things which 

h_ lile- im che world, the 

continuall governour, and eter- 

nall diſpepilator of hiſe it felf, 

for he hath ance diſpenſed by an 

eternall Law y and giath lite 

tocvery Living thing. Inthis 

manner which L will ſpeake of , 

for in that quickneſſe of eter- 

nity, the world is moved, and 

in that living exernicy , is che 

ir. fall neither ſtand 

nor be deftroyed, the world be- 

ing intrenched, and as 1t were 

 wrappedin wich the erernicy of 

life, Ir is therefore che -— 

pepler or giver of life to 

things which are imic, and ee 

place of all things which are 

governed under the Sun , the 

commonuen of which world Ention 

| Conbilieth of a twoſold effet. he wo 
| Foritſelfis ourwardly enliven- 
from ecrnity, it quick- 
ens 


Hermes Triſmegifius, 97, 


es and inlivens thoſe things 
which are within it, differi 
1 proportions and appoinced 
wad prefixed times, all chings 
me known and ordered by the 
efefts of the Sun , and by the 
_ , and influence of the 
rs, all remporall chings are 
etabliſhed by reaſon and divine 
law, the Earthly ſeaſons are 
mown by che quality of rhe 
lire, as either in the variety of 
ear, or cold) the Heavenly 
aſfons by the recurn of rhe 
tarrs ro the fame places, and 
Dp remporali change of 
des, andthe world is the re- 
wpracle of rime, by whoſe 
mcfe and motion itis refreſh- 
|, bur rime 'is kepe by order, 
rder and time make an inno- 
tion of all things which are in 


e world by courte, 


=. 


ent the error of the Gentiles, Jet 
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The 
COMMENTARY, 


Thu Temh Chapter , ſpeaketh 
of death and the examination of 
the Sow! , when the body Hall die, 
that they ook be moit puniſhed 
afier death , whoſe life juſtly « 
taken away by mens Lanes, for the 
greatneſſe of their foes: tha 
God 15 4 defence to the righteom ; 
of the. divinuy of the Sun, andghe 
world, for he puts the World tbe 
the firit lenible Gad, the Swite 
be the Second, that the worldpall 
never takg reſt, nor be deſtrojed, 
But we give not the incommunica- 
ble name of God, neither to the 
Sun, nor to the world, and be- 
lieve that the world ſhall one day be 
d&rſſolved, T heſe things therefore 
bein underſtood ( as the bare 
woras of Hermes ſhtw,) they ſet 


we 
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w do gram by participation to 
theſe a divimty, as to excellent 
vorks of God,T bus the temth part, 


— —_— — ——— 
——— T — m_— 


CHAP, XI, 


V Herefore all things be- 
ing to, neither of 
thipgs creared, Heavenly things 
o Earchly, is any thing fable 
txed or 1mmoveable, tor only 
God, and worthily he alone is 
In himielt trom himſelf, andon, 
al Gdes wholly tull and perteR, 
and this is his frme tability) 
which cannot be removed by the 
enforcement, or occation of 
any other ſeeing in him are all 
things, and in all things be 1s 
only, unleſſe any map will dare 
t0 jay that his motion conhiterh 
in eternity,burmuch rather his ts 
ternity is unmoveablg,intowhich 
E the 


Pod —_ 
(OR þ 
of h = 
the} 
that 


afig 

: 

God is 4 defi he 

15 4 defence tot 

of the. divinuy of the = andthe 

world, for he pats the World ta be 

the firit lenfhle Gad, the Swite 

be the Second, that the world hall 

never take veſt, nor be deſtrojed, 

But we give not the incommunica- 

ble name of God, neither to the 

Sun, nor to the world, and be- 

lieve that the world ſhall one day be 

diſſolved, Theſe things therefore Non 

bein under ſtood ( as the bare to 

wor s of Hermes ſhew, ) they ſet in 

em the error of the Gentiles, yet Ia 
we , 


bod, and worthily he alone is 
9 himielf from himſelf, andon, 
il6des wholly tall and perfeR, 
and chis is his firme 4tfability] 
which cannot be removed bythe 
edforcernent, or occahon. of 
any other ſceing in him are all 
things, and in all things be is 
only, unlefſe any man will dare 
to jay that his motion conhiterh 
In eternity,burmech rather hs c@ \ 
ternity is unmoveablg,intowhich 
Sy! E the 
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the moucn ofal| times return» 
ett, -and from which the mo- 


ty alwates alike lable with him, 
containingethe world not cre 
red within himſelf, which we 
rightly” call ſenfhible, The 
Image ofthis God is the world, 
Whict 1s made an imitator or 
reſemblance of erernity: for 
timehath the force, and narvre 
of: ftabilicy/inrhe very neceſſity 
of" xerary again into it ſeit: 
wherefere albeir etervity be 
fable immoveable and'hxed, 
yet becauſe by the mobilicy of 
time, motion isalwayes called 
baek- into eternity, and that 
mobility is encaed byreaton of 
wne, it' comes to paſſe rhat 
eernuy it (elf is certainely 1m- 
moveable, 'and may ſeem only 
by cimeco bamored in which : 
: c 
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efis, for in rhac rime isall the 
nocion; ſo it happens that the 
ſubilicy of ecernity is moved, 
ad the Rtabiliry of rime, bes 
ones ſtable by rhe cule of mo- 
ton, and lo ic is credible chat 
20d is moved into himſelf , by 
the ſame immoveableneſfſe, for 
Mere is an 1n immoveable moti- 
0 in the greatneſle of his very 
bility for the condition of 
lis preatneſſe is immoveable, 

therefore which is fo, 

nd not obyious to our ſenſes , 
8 infinite, incomprehenhble 
ad ineſtimable, which can nei- 
ber be ſuſtained, reported of , 
tor found our ; whereupon it 
5 uncetcain wherein , where, 
ow, and in what faſhion it as : 
or he is reported to be in the 
Faret ſtability, andin him is. 
is (ability, whether he be 
pd or Eternity, whether 
be one de in the other, or both 

, E 2 1 
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In eicher., for which cauſe eter 
niry is without definition 0 
time: bur time which ma 

be definzd, returning eicher b 

order cour'eor circuit of anothe 
rerernal, whetefore both (ec 

co b: infinite,both eternall, to 
ſtability conſidering that it 1 
fixed, for that by the Benefit © 
ſtren2th it can ſuſtein al 
things that are moveable , it 
worthily obraineth Dom1uon 

for the beginning of all thing 
which are, is God, and eternity 
bur the world becauſe ir is mo 

veable hath nor che. prin.ipali 

ey, for his mobiliry prevents hi 
Rabiliry by che rule of continu 

all morion, having animmove 
able ſtrength. All ſenle there 
fore of the divinicy being alike 
and immoveable, . moveth it 
ſelf by bis ſtability, and is incor- 
rupt,and eternal, otwhatſoeyer 
may more hitly be called;, erer- 


nit 
wi gry 
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_ offity confiſting inthe very cruth 
nayW*the high God, full of all ſen- 
bye things, and full knowledge 


viding as I (aid with God, bur 
ridly ſenſe is the receptacle 
all ſenhble things, both for 
fes and oiſclipine, but hu- 
mane ſenſe by the frength of 
temory,. for thar it remembers 
things that it hath done : tor 
avine © reaſon and ſenſe come 
wn continually co man , 
xd God would noc that excel- 
nc, and divine ſenſe ſhould be 
founded. wirh all Creatures, 
it ſhould bluſh in being 
ixt wich braces, For the un- | 
&r({anding of humane ſenie, ot | 


reMvhar ſort, and how great it 15, | 
kelfs wholly in the memory ot 
cMithings paſt : for by that Arengeh 
2:-Mof memory ic is made govern- 
er our of the earth; but che un- 


dertanding of Nature, and of 
the quality and ſenſe of rhe 
E 3 world, 
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world, maybe perceived byal 
ſenſible things in the world 
eternity, which is the ſecouc 
$8 known to be a ſenſe and qua 
liry given of the ſenſible world 
bur the underſtanding of the 
quality, and quality of the ſenk 


of che high God, 1s the alone 


eruh, the ſhaddow of whic 
truchin the world 1s not cer 
cainly known in the laſt live 
for where is any thing known b 


the dimenſion of time, where 


there ſeem to be. leaſings gene 


"Tations and errors? You les 


therefore "I 0 Aſclepius, ir 
what things we are agreed up 
on, which we handle or whic 


we dare to touch: but 1 give 


pro thee rhankes, O great God 
which haſt lluminated me wi 
the light of ſecing thy divinity 
and you O Katus, Acclepius 
Amnon , conceale ſecret 


ly withip your breaſts and keep 
clole 
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cloſe theſe divine Myſteries, 
Sur in this differeth under- 
ſanding from ſenſe, for that our 
mderſianding commeth by the 
mention, and diligence ot 
Yi mind ro aunderttand and 
Y wow the quality of the fenle 
Mo! che world, bur the under- 
ſanding of the world- reacheth 


. 


i eternity , and to knaw: God 
who is above' ir ſelf, avdio-ic 
happens unto- us rnen, that as 
Mid a mit we (ce thoſe things 
neWBvich are in Heaven , wm 
Mu ic is polſtble through 

condirion of humane ſenſe. 
And this —_— wow In 
| rceiving ſo great 200d things | 
iT: 4 very kx. Sa woek, bur is 

moſt large when ir ſhallſee ic 

by knowledye , and the ki 

mony of a. good confience,* - 


E 4 The 
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T he eleventh Chapter diſcloſet 
that onely God 1s immovatle an 
fable, and all other things m 
table ; God is infinite incomprehen 
foble, and is unknown what he is: 

42 holy , incorrupt , and cternall 
ſenſe of God, treateth of the ſenſe 
- of the world, of the ſenſe of man, o 
the difference of the underſtanding 
from the ſenſe, This is the Sum 


off tht elevemb Part, 


CHAP, X11, 


Ru: of Vacuicy, which allo 
with many ſeems to be-a 
yu matter, I thus think.that 
a Vacuity neither is, can, or 
hall be any thipg ; for all chings 

ot 
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rhe world are moſt full parts, 
$th: world it ſelf is full of bo- 
des different in quality and 
Wim, having both theic form 
Id oreatneſle, of which one is 
reater than another, and one 
le than another, different in 
renorh and weaknefſe : for 
bme of theſe eaſily ſeem to be 


rnal 

ſenſefÞ** tronger, as the greater : bur 
». of W® lefler and ſmaller can {carce= 
ding MW 27 nor at all be ſeen, which. 


ings ro be,we know onely B 
eng; whereby ir happenerh, 
har many beleeve thar theſe are: 
tt bodies,or ſubftances,bur em- 
ty places, which-is impoſſible ; 
vr if any thing be named our © 
ſhe world; if chere be any thirs 

I6 {which T hardly beleeve)therei! 
lo full of ine! gible rhings,thar 
k, rhings like to the Divimry, as- 
this place which 1s called the 
ſenfbleworld, is full of bodies 


© I and creatures, agrecing borki 
BS 9 nature 
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nature and' quality to it, al 
whole repreſentations we (et 
nor ; - bur Tome exceeding] 
.oreat z ſome exceeding itt! 
and ſhort, which either throug 
the length of diſtance, or cha 
We ate dull of eye-light,tbey ap 
ar fo be ({uch pnto us, or to be 
.thorr , tor their exceecivg ſmal- 
'neſſe they are ſuppoſed ot ſome 
'Dot to be, I {peak now of An» 
$25; which, I ſuppoſe, ſozour 
With us, and Sparyes above D 
Jr are þetwixt the pureſt 
of 'the air, and the earth, 
where there: is neither place tor 
Clouds, . DPt.commoton by the 
*motiop 'of apy Meteor, Comet, 
er Signe, In chis.reſpet, O & 
z.{hon can(t tay nothing 

x0 belubjeR to Vacuity, unleſle 
_#hoy- uneelt Hherg/apa be a 
ay, of what jay cou 8 rmel 
be emprys a5 a Vacuuy from 

te fi from the water , and 


TY from 
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ace'appeareth ' what it 1s by 
ag Nleſſe you ſhalt add 
unroir, eirher longirudes, lati 
radesy or altirndes, as fienes tc 
the bodies of men. Theſe thipg 
being ſo, Aſclepius, and yo 
that are preenc know, that th 
incelligible World rhat is God 
who is known only by the (1gh 
of rhe foul, is incorporeal ; nei 
ther can any thing corporall b 
mixed wieh his Nature, that 1 
which may. be 'known by q 
lity<-quantuty , and number 
tor no {ach thing! abideth 1 
him#; therefore this. way 
whith:an called ſenfible; is t 
scronracta-of -alb ſenhble & 
eies;:qminics ; or badies ; a 
mhuch wachoun God, cannot re 
baized Vegeration, and be rx 
wthed;-100 all rhings are God 
and 561 bicovand: his will. at: 
Ml things 2thatwhich is wholl! 
gondicomely and wit, ſent) 
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2nd intelligible, belongs to him 
alone, and withonr thrs there 
neithet is, hath, of ſhall be any 
thing ; for all things are from 
him, 1D him, and by him, borh 
qualities of -many ſhapes, and 
great quanticies, and grearnefſe 
exceeding meaſure{and yarieries 
o: Dpecies and Forme,- which if 
you (hall underſtand, O Afcles 
pas, you will give God thanks, 
andit you ſhal wel-obſerve ehe ® 
whole, yon hal by true 'reaſort 
ſefly tearn, that che world @ 
it ſe|f15 (enhble,” and all things 
thar are in ir, robe covered- (as 
with z garment) from chat up. 
per world ++ for evety Vinde of 
a\F\ creaciite. O Aſclepius, of what 
re kind ever, as well morrca),im- 
r mortal, or rational; whether it 
\F be a living crearufe, or be-nor, 
MY each 6f chem recain the image 
11 and form of their kinde; andaF- 
| deic every kind of creature po 
ng leflech 


wA 
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ſefleth the full form of kis kind; 
yet in the ſame form of (hews, 
they are all unlike one to ano- 
ther, as the Genus of men, al- 
though. it be uniform, that a 
man may naturally be known, 
yet all of them areinthe ſame 
orm unlike to chemſelves ; for 
the Species, which is divine, is 
awcopporeal, and wharſoever 
elſe 15 comprehended in the 
foul, pr. mind : ſeeing therefore 
thele.,two, of which he Form 
cenhiterb,are corporeal,and in- 
£oppareal, it is ampoſlible that 
every, Form ſhould be creaeth 
93 born like one to another, the 
SiSe-ing-awl doing lan, bur 
'O© tz our 

are-changed (© —_ as an hour 
hath minutes, .in which is that 
God of all ſhapes we have (po+ 
of 3 therfogs the Species,oc 


Form, remainah, bevertine ſo 
vkew fhow:s ill, ho many, 20d © 
bolt | {0 


2. aueinSS i ans ee * Ye won. 
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ſo different ſhapes, as the courſe 
of the world hatch moments, 
which world 15 turned by con- 
rerhon and changes, but che 
dpecles is neicher curned, nor 
chavged. Sorhe Forms of each 
kind are permanent and able, 
bur untike rochemlelves in the 
ſame Form. 

Afclep, And the world <han- 


oa bis Species, or Form, O 
Triſmegiſius, 


-. Trifkm, Þo you perceive 
there!ore, © Aſcleptus, that all 
things are ſpoken unco thee, as - 
£O One 11 2 Or in a dream ? 
For whar, 18 18 world, or of 
what conGifleth it but of all 
things created? 
" Alclep, Therefore you mean to 
foeak of the Heaven, and of the 
Ear h. & of the Elements, Triſl- 
iffus e For other things are 
more frequencly changed into 


Forms, the Heaven moyliening> 
oc 
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or drying up, cooling or hear- 
ing, bright or lowring, In one 
Form ot theHeaven,theſe things 
are, which Forms are altered wi 
the Form, alſo the Earth hat 
alwayes many alterations of her 
Form; as wherr it bringerh forth 
frutrs, and when it nouriſheth 
her truirs, and when it giveth 
ſundry and divers qualities, and 
quantities of all fruits, and p'a- 
ces, and times, forthe qualities, 
ſents, rel>ſhe$, apd forms of all 
rrees, flowers, arid berries, The 
firealfo harh many and divine 
alterations; for the Forms of 
the Surrab&the Moon; rhey are 
of alt ſhapes ; for they are (is 
were) our lodking-glaſſes for 
repreſentation. ' Bur of Theſe 
things enough, 


The 
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one The 
COMMENTARY. 


b 

at This twelfth Chapter declareth, 
her there is no V acuity, or Empti- 
th Wc i» things; that. Angels are 
oh amen ſan, and dwell with ws,who, 


rh 2 119474 of their too much ſub- 
hity, are not perceived of us ; that 
Purice poſſe © the purer part of the 
Aur ; the alone name of a place to 
te vaid, that it belongs to ſome- 
vl at, which being not underſtood, 
it camot.be concerved what a place 


- 

tf 4% and that is commun to all Re- 
» Wrnes, He affirmeth an intelli- 
a _ World, with which the ſenſs- 
» Bc World, andall things init, are 
» WH filed. 44 with' a. garment ſeeing 


who is contained in the intelligible 
World, that the Forms of all kinds 
whatſoever, that are of one ſhape, 
are wnlthe, and that according to 


the circles, moaments, and _— 
i 
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of hours, of which he maketh Pan 
tomorphos Lord, whom before 
affirmed to be Gad of the Horo 
ſcopes : but we acknowledge no [wc 
God: but leaue. it to the folly PLY 
1g norance of the Gentiles : L an 
« yet be ſo antly blind, mad 
and Popified: duct we, according 
—_ in of Sr. Pan|, heve 
Gab he Father, vel UF 
«lth 4, and me inhing \; and on 
Lord \e(us Chritt, by whons @r 
«ll things ,and we how. The Spe 
cies and Forms; rhat is,the loea' 
of which there 55 fo much diſput 
with Plato awd the Platonicks 
the 1mmunt able and nach an; 
Forms heplacath i= Panromor 
| this name ,uu t 
confiited of all ſhapes, | 
ruery Idea, from which ſoverall 
hours and amen 5, eOery particn- 
tar Form is diverfly ſhaped ; but 
that the reft ave mmabie, «« the 
World, the Heaven.and the yr 
© Ke 


Hermes Triſmegiſlys. 113 


bt there are who account Mer- 
carius bis Pantamorphos, and 
Plato bu Idea to be meer forged 
thugs and filtions, Tha wtke 
ſumme of the twelfth Iran 


EI ——  OCEILI ——_—  _—_—_—_—_—_—— 


CHAP. X111, 


| Et us return again to man, 
ro reaſon, by whuch di- 
ine gilt, man js called a reaſon- 
able creature » for thoſe things | 
are lefle ts be wonderedat, (al- | 
deir they —_—_ Es) , 
which LY only ” | 
Bur of all me 1 
wonder that man 

conld find out and ſupply the 
divine pature : becauſe & 
fore,our forefathers erred much 
being incredu\ous about the 


ward and nature of the Gods , 
. and 7 


A wa m1 


< 
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and not looking into divin 
worſhip , and relioion, the 
found our an art whereby wp 
might make ' them gods ; 
which invention they yoo 
the work of nature, and becau' 
they could not make (ſouls, the 
called our the ſouls of Devils © 
S; 1rirs, and put chem into thel 
Idols, and div vine Mygeries, b 


which alone the Idols had po 
er to do eicher good or hur 
For thy Grandfather,O Aſclex 


.ns; was the firlt inventer © 
Phyfick,. ro whom a Temple 
- onlecrated in a mountam © 
Libya, or Africa, near unto th 
ſhoare of Crocodiles , in whick 
lieth his body ; the reſt of him 
of rather the whole of him be 
ing his better -and Spiricual 
part; is gone back avain ro Hea 
ven, cding all manner © 
help and cure to diſeaſed and 
kick perſons, now by yertue © 
his 


Hermes Triſmegiſtus. 11 5 
sGiety, as be was wont tO give 
ve by art or skill of Phykick, 
| Yermes which was the 
ame of my Auncetiors, dorh 
ot he Bow in his Country re- 
ming that firname , cure all 
.00s that come from all parts 
him? Alſo Ifis che wite of 
vhris being well pleaſed how 
wch good (he hath done ? and 
pleaſed, how mach ent do we 


r earthly gods to be diſpleaſtd, 
ging that cbey are made of the 
me nature that may is, where- 
p-D it happened that theſe ho- 
creatures were called ns 
nd. their ſoules worſhipped 
aroughour every City ,. by the 

oyptians who living ronlecra- 
ted chem {o that they continued 
a their Lawes, and wee called. 
wy. their names : for OE 
O Aſclepius, choſe which ſeem 
> ſome worthy robe ge 
pe 


> foritis an ealy matter « 


—_ — —c>—40 Oe. Oe pn 
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edandhonoured to orhets ſeem 
otherwiſe , therefore Kgyprian 
Ciries-are wont ro fall out, and 
warr one with another, 

- Aſclep. And what is che 
quality or (nbttance O Triſme- 
giſtus ofrtheſe earthly Gods > 

Trim. Ic conkferth,O Afclee 
pins, of herbs, of Stones, of Spi- 
ces which have in them a natu- 
ral}-power of divinity, and -tor 
this ' cauſe they are delighted 
with often facr} CS, Hymns , 
praiſes, andmoſt ſweet muſick 
relembting: an Heavenly har- 
mony:, that that which is Hea- 
venly-may: by a' Heavenly 2nd 
frequent nufe be allufed- into 
the Idol, and there Gay a long 
rime, a8" glad and defirons of 
"> vrmmaryns ſo man is the 
cigner of rhe gods, and you 
ſhould ror ſuppoſe the efeA of 
thefe earthly > ro be caſual, 
0 Heavenly Gods 

—- inhabite 


_ a _ _ as as an OW» _. 
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n Winhabice che higheft heavenly 
n Wplaces fulfilling and preſerving 
d Wrhar order which he hath recer- 


ved. Bur theſe our Gods, re- 
rding altarly certain 
things , and forerelling ſome 
things by lot-and conzetture ,' 
+ BE forciceing many things and aft- 
- Yer a manner helpivgrhem, be- 
- EE come as it wereby a friendly al- 
| liance aiders unto mens af- 


fairs. 


The 
COMMENTARY, 


| This Thirteenth Chapter is full 
of 1oprety like 'umo the mnth, 
wherem Mercurins wiE have 4 
wanto be moiſt divine, and mot 
to” be admired; he is certamly 
moſt impious , aiiynofane, to wit 
that he (hall be the inventer of 
Idel atry, that he ſhould thruit 1 
dvilih Spirits called up into 
4 Idols 5 
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Idols , and adde Rites, and ſa- 
erifices concerning Aiculapius 
_ _—_ which were 
worſhippoaof the Ag yptians; and 
of £4 plans and - + cms which 
in t were efleemed holy , and 
"6-4 — of Ir and 
Stones, muſick_ and hymns, with 
which they did appeaſe & reconcile 
thoſe Sparus which were put into 
ther Idols and Images, which 
ſtill ſome Prboncs are at- 
cuſtomed to do at thu day (O 
naughty age) who think that the) 
have Spirits cloſed wp either mm 
rings or boxes: a mo#t impions 
ſorrof men, hatefull to God and 
man; 4 very profeſt enemie : and 
againſt this profane error of imp:- 
ety, St. Auguſtine well wveigheth 


in hs ork of che City of God. T bu 


for the 13, Chapter. 


CHAP. 
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WR" 
d 

: CHAP, XIV. 

14 4A Sclep. Whar part therefore 
h RX ofthe world do the fares a- 
/e Fi in, Triſmegifias 2 1fche 
0 Feavenly Gods beare univerſal 


do the earthly Gods which 
call Forrune and Fate 
thabire in particular pla*” 


, | 
Triſm. O Alclepius , that 
the neceſbity of ail chings thar 
governed, that they are al- 

es: joyned and lincked to- 
erher : this is therefore che 
ficient cauſe of rhings, of 


us moſt high God, or nexc 
wo God, which ſecond 

fe is God, or the diſcipline , 

f all earrhly- and Heavenly 

P. Wings, fabliſhed by divine 
F laws, 


| 120 The ſecond Book of 


lawes. Theſe therefore, Forrune 
and Neceſſity, are both tyed tc 
gether by an individuall knc 
The tormer of which, Forrune 
er Fate, begers the beginning 0 
all chings , but Neceflity entorY 
ceth them to their effects, which 
depends from thoſe beginnipgs 
Order, followeth theſe , which 
15 the continuance,and diſpoliti 
on of time in bringing thing 
co paſſe , for nothing 1s with 
ut the agreement of Order, In 
all theſe this world is perfit, fo 
the world ir felf is cantied Þb 
Order, or conhilterh wholly © 
Order : wherefore theſe 3. Fate 
Neceſlity,and Order,are brouy 

to paſſe, eipecially by the wil 
of, God, who governeth th 
world by his own Law and di 
vine reaſon, By theſe rherc 
fore borh will and nill are by 
divine hand tally.. croſſed; tc 
they.ue neither: moved by an 
vek 5c 


= Hermes Triſmegifiu, 121 
oc bowed by favour , bur 
the neceſity of erernaM 
Jaſon, which Ecernity is un- 
gangeable , immoveable, and 
inſoluble, Fate therefore is 
the firlt ; which), che ſeed being 
wit were calt in, receives the 
encreaſe of all furure things, Ne- 
ceſſuy follows , by which all 
things are enforced violently to 
their effefts, The Third is 
Order, which preſerveth che 
frame of choſe chings which 
Fare and Neceſſity hath diſpoſed 
of, This istherefore .erernity, 
which neither hath beginning 
nor ending, which by a fixed 
WW immurcable law of | continuall 
motion is preſerved. Irriſech 
and falls oftentimes by courſe, 
ſo that when the times vary, iG 
y © fiſerh again in thoſe ſame parts 
-M in which it fell}, for ſo 1$reaſon 
2voluble rotundirytharall are 
,- & Go firmely joyned that you can- 
F 3 not 


RI 
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not know what is the begio 
xing of yolubility, when al 
things ſeem to go befote, anc 
folow themſelves, for chance 
and fortane are mixed in all 
worldly chings, 


| — 


ms I 


_ 
aw. 


i2 >: Whey 
COMMENTARY, 


The fourteemh Ch ſpeak- 
&h of the Deſtinies, which he cal 
inh Fate, Neceſſity, und Order ; 
offers $ Clotho » Lacheſis 5 q 
Arropos, ' Abort which the Et 
mcks were not wont leſſeto trifle, 
than about other gods, which they 
frigned mmo themſelves , cojning 
mew and wonder-workzny Deities : 

-but Mercurius rreats frheſe more 
Vriefly and ſparingly, and: (a it 
were) donbt fwlty, like es theſe three 
ſhould be 1be determination, and 
predeſtiration of che Divine Will; Bl - 
mbich Neceſſity of things, as they 8 


&5 


LEEDMET7T 


— ©® 
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y follows ;, which l{aſtly. Order 
weſerves, even as it 55 fablifted 
w Divine and Eternall Law : So 
the firit Fate is Divine Pre- 
hination; the ſecond, Conſe- 
e of things ; and the thirdy 
ſervation, And theſe three, or 
the Drvine Law, or thoſe things 
that __—_ the conrſe o Divine 
comen the order vorh of fi- 
we —_ and thoſe which are 
«cording to. nature, but yet Fate 
| bo in caſnall things 1nde- 
fwite, aud Indererminare canſes 
hers poteednk thee, for this gre» 


PRC 342 22 


4) 
| 


I 


0 


+1, (CHAP. XV. mw 


E- have fpokem of all 
VV as we couldy 
andas the ny would ks 


I 
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not know what is the begio 
wing of volubility, when al 
things ſeem to go befoie, 
follow themſelves, for chanc 
and fortane are mixed in all 
worldly things, 


.. The 
COMMENTARY, 


The fourteenth C ſpeak: 
&h of the Deſtinias, wich be cal 
lth Fate, Neceſſity, and Order ; 
#kers , Clotho, Lachefhis , «4 
Artropos, : Abont which the Et 
mcks were not wont leſſeto trifle, 
than about other gods, which they 


for wno themſelves, coynn 
-but Mercurius rreats frheſe more 
Vriefly and ſparingly, avd- (as it 
were) doubt fwlty, like & theſe three 
d be the determination, and 
predeſtimnation of che Divine Will; 
which Neceſſuy of rhings, as they Wl 1 
RT be p 
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of; follows ; which laſtly Or 


1 prſerves, even as it 55 froow 
- þ Divine and Eternall Law ©: So 
the firſt Fate is Drome Pre- 
FLnAton ; the ſecond, Conſe- 
e of thing s ; and the thirdy 
ſervation. hy theſe three, or 
be Divine Law, or thoſe things 
follow the conrſe o rw Divine 
gs comein the order both 
we canſes, and thoſe deed Le 
rd to. nature, but yet Fate 
wm. in caſual things 1nde- 
Wiwice, and ping IX canſes. 
hers joe odnd this, for theo gre» 
parts in PR.MC 4 2 


|. a , ——_— wu 


CHAP.) XY. "2160 


E- have pokent of all 

IU Vi as we couldy 

andas the dinisy would gy" 
; 3 
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and permic-: Ic onely remaine 
that we - praiſe (God! and pra 
uaco him,, and ſo return tot 

care.of.the. body. For treatin 
faffciently of divine mart 
welwre facified our minds as 1 
werewith rhe food of the fon] 
paſſed our of the 
IC 
hey 4ooked bac 


wete- '\{aying \' thei. - prayers 
Aſclepins ſaid, with 's k 
voice, OTLating,ler us pur the Fa 
ther m-mimd-rheathe-commanc 
that we ſhould dedicate © 
prayers itt God With an a d- 


dition of- trankincenſe, and iu- 
Gen(s; Dritmegitins dhaJrg of 
it 4=d- being moved 4 faith. 
Gueſs - better for 


"vaGSnEDOEIELEIS AS ESSESTSERS - 


this 
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this is like unto theit when you 
pray unto God to burn frankin- ; 
ience,and che lake:tor nothing is 
wanting unto him, who humiclt j 
s all cmoys, torin bim are- all l 
thinzsz bur let us givechanks, 's 
ad adore him, for rheie ate | 
"y 


the cheat ſacrifices of God,when 
thankes are given 'of mortall 'F 
men, = rw vowy —_ S 
IT onons God, 4or. 

— — we have —_— 
w-rhe Liphrot thy knowledge. 
Thong Name; holy and worthy . 7' 
2s be honouced/,. ane name- by. r 
which ax Eazher 7 1s de- 
voucty 't0 pravle » becaulc | 
thog vonchiatctt rogive unto all 0 {| 
facherly picty religion and love, 
or wharioever thing -olſe /13 of | 
an0R efficacy; when thou dot 
and-underttanding 5 wth epic. 

that we may know thee; with 
-pcaion, rhar I 
MY 4 03) 
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torkee, and ſearchinto thy dis 
vine natnre;with underſtandivg 
that knowing thee we may re- 
Jjoyce in thee, and being pre- 
Aerved by thy Majelly, we may 
delight our (elves in thee, that 
thou walt pleaſed to ſhew thy 
ſelf wholly unto us : Jer us give 
thankes that'thou halt youch- 
lated -ro 'conſecrate us, who 
are placed in theſe eanhly ta- 
bernacles ro be-heirs of crterm- 
ty, | For this is only mans con- 
gratulation and knowledge of 
thy Majelly, We have known 
theeahougreat Light; by reaſcn 
we-:have-known thee to be the 
-moſt wite and (enfible God, O 
true way -of Lite, .Q fructull 


encreale-of all nazuralt rhavgs;; 

-we have known thee in the jnll 
+ - conceprion of thy. whole na- 
aure , we have known thee 1n 
thy erernity, .for inall this our 
"Prayer adonng; the a x 
, thy 


£ «© =”, © @ aa as cn 
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+ WW thy 200dneſſe , we only beleech 
S I ther, thatthou wilt be pleaſed 
*- WH to continue us in the love of 
- © bykoowledge, andibat byrhis 
Y WY lindoflifewe be never (eparated 
tf from thee: defiring this we be- 
y Witke ns to a pure Supper with- 
'c Wouc fleſh, | 


oo | + The 
- COMMENTARY. 


b- 


- i - Tha Fifteenth Chapter - religi- 
f w/ly endeth the Ds oh 
DB proving of thankss, #hen cthanks- 
DE giving and adoration 1s ended, 
E xcurius, Aſclepins: Ampon 
> Ward Tarius, the Fowr men which 
11 WW Sded che holy place or clorfter, ac- 
> Wh cording to rhe religiow Rite? of the 
UB Egyptians; brraks themſehyes to 
i We pore banket nor conſiſting of fleſh: 
"— -» »ePiR$Ret of t c will off 
ar | 

of ec FIN1S, 
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Some Books printed and ſold by 
Thomas Brewtter, at the three 
Bibles near the Weſt-End of 
Paxls, 


AN Epitomy of all the Com 


*mon and Statute Laws © 
England,in Fo). 
The Fanhfult  Conncellor © 
Marrow ot the Law in br 
$/iſh,in quarts, 
The © Priveledges of the Pe: 
ple Vindioaren, in quarto, 
All three by #. Shephars 
Eſquire, in quarto. 
The Ketired man meditations 
or the" Myftory and Power c 
godlinefſe, (hming forth, int 
Living Word to the: wnma 
mg themyſtery of iniquity & 
in quarto.by HY aze,Knigh 
© Cornelims Agrippe his Oc 
Philoſophy in thre Bog 1 
Mr 


quarto,? 2 \ 


Mr. Baxters =. 6 paw of 
Tuſtification,Examined and an- 
by ſmered,by 1.Cranden,in quart, 
< An Expoſition of the whole 
: Book of Camicles by I, Ro- 
Goſpel Holineſſe or a Saving 
S:ght of God and the glorious 
Priveledge of the Saints, by 
Water Craddock, Preacher of 
the Go!pell, in quarto, 
A Deſcription of Jeruſalem, 
with a 4ſap, by H, Jeſſe, in 
varto, 
The Right Conſtitution of a 
Common-Wealth, with ſome 
Errors of Government , and 
Rules of Policy, in Oftavo, 
A Brief Hiſtory Contaiping 
molt of thoſe Norable Oc- 
currences and Revolutions that 
happened in thoſe late con- 
reſts berwixt King and Parlia- 
ment : being a ſhort mention 
of things trom 1637.to 1648, 
by T May, Eſquire, Hulk 
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' *Mith, for Babrrin Chriff or 
- Adettations, Obſervarions,and 
 Experievery, with divers Cales 
'of conſcience Retolved,byMr, 
- Fynch, 
" AWarning-Piece for the Shun- 
Gr img WV 1Pgrints being (ome 
Awaking Meditations npon 
Chrifts own Watch word, 
. Math,16 4r, 

By Geo: Scortreth Preacher of 
- "the Goſpel in Lincols, 
The tr Pimander of Hev- 

mes Triſmeoiſtus,! ſame 
; Volnmer 4 <A Fay 

The Bible in Welſh with ſeve- 

rall other #F#/ſh Books, 
.Latarv and his Sifers diſ- 
conrſe of Paradiſe or a confe- 
rerice abort the Excellenc 
things of the other world. 

A Diſcoverer of ſome Plocrs 
of Laorfer, again the Chil- 
 drenot | 


